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China to Vietnam: An Overland Adventure

7 days, Kunming to Hanoi 

Trip code ACKH

What’s included

Your Welcome Moment: Meet Your CEO

and Group 

Your Hands-On Moment: Hmong Batik

Workshop, Tả Van 

https://www.gadventures.com
https://www.gadventures.com
https://www.gadventures.com


The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided in good faith. However it is

subject to change, and does not form part of the contract between the client and G Adventures. The itinerary featured is

correct at time of printing. It may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we

make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. Sometimes it can be a small

change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes the change may result in us altering the tour for the

coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is

usually released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may find there have been

some changes to the itinerary. 

VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review a couple of days prior to

travel, in case there have been changes that affect your plans. 

VALIDITY: Valid for all trips departing July 19th, 2024 and onwards 

Itinerary

NOTE: Accommodations vary per

departure and are subject to

change until tour start date; they

are not final and should be used as

examples only. Travellers may login

to the G Adventures App to view

accommodations specific to their

departure. 

Jianshui City Tour

Tofu Workshop

Gentle Hiking in Yuanyang Rice Terraces

Sapa 1-day Trekking Tour

Hanoi Cyclo Tour

Transport to and from included

activities



Day 1  Kunming 

Arrive at any time and meet your group and CEO for a welcome meeting.

 Accommodation 

King World International Hotel (or similar)  Hotel   

 Today’s Activities 

ACTIVITY   

Your opportunity to meet your CEO and fellow travellers, and learn more about your tour. Opt to join

the group for a local meal afterwards. Don't forget to see the notice in the lobby (or ask reception) for

the official time and place to meet up with the group.



Day 2  Kunming/Jianshui 

China explorations await and its off to Jianshui. After an orientation walk, take an tour of the city. Visit

the Xianghui Bridge, the Xianghui old train station, the Double Dragon Bridge, the Chaoyan Tower and

the Zhu's Family Garden. Then enjoy a free evening.

 Meals included 

Dinner

 Accommodation 

Jianshui Hotel (or similar)  Hotel   

 Today’s Activities 

Jianshui City Tour  Jianshui   

Head out on a tour of the city of Jianshui. Visit the Qing Dynasty Xianghui Bridge and the historic

Xianghui Old Train Station. Then drive to the Double Dragon Bridge, an ancient bridge was built in the

years of the Emperor Qianlong with incredible views. At the confluence of the Lushui River and Tacun

River, it looks like double winding dragons crossing the land. Explore the Zhu's Family Garden, called

the Grand View Garden, a representative of Chinese residential houses of the Qing Dynasty. After the

garden, walk through the Old Town.

Private Vehicle  Kunming – Jianshui  2h30m  181km   

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.



Day 3  Jianshui/Yuanyang 

Start the day with a tofu workshop and watch how the locals make this popular dish. Afterwards, drive

toward Yuanyang to visit the impressive Yuanyang Rice Terraces, a UNESCO World Heritage site, and

see the sunshine reflect off the carved out mountainside. We'll spend the day exploring this huge rice

terrace from different viewpoints and do some gentle hiking through the greenery. This place is special

to visit. In a country often associated with bustling, crowded and noisy cities, this picturesque and

peaceful landscape will transport you to a whole new side of China.

 Accommodation 

Shengcun Yunti Hotel (or similar)  Hotel   

 Today’s Activities 

Yuanyang Rice Terrace  Yuanyang   

Visit the vast UNESCO World Heritage Site, Yuanyang Rice Terraces. Explore different parts and scenic

points, like the famed Tiger Mouth area. Admire the rugged, exaggerated terraces that seem like they

could have been painted by an artist. Hike through local villages and experience local life.

Jianshui Tofu Workshop  Jianshui   

Join a workshop and learn by watching the process of making this extremely popular Chinese dish.



Day 4  Yuanyang 

Opt to rise early, and we recommend you do, to see the sun rise over the beautiful and peaceful

Duoyishu Scenic Area. Take a short hike to the Pugao Old Village and see the local way of living. In the

afternoon, we'll head to the main scenic area of the rice terrace with a chance to catch an epic sunset

scene and meet some locals living in the field. Walk through Quan Fuzhuang to Bada platform and

admire the incredible view.

 Accommodation 

Shengcun Yunti Hotel (or similar)  Hotel   

 Today’s Activities 

Yuanyang Rice Terrace  Yuanyang   

Visit the vast UNESCO World Heritage Site, Yuanyang Rice Terraces. Explore different parts and scenic

points, like the famed Tiger Mouth area. Admire the rugged, exaggerated terraces that seem like they

could have been painted by an artist. Hike through local villages and experience local life.

Bada Platform  Yuanyang   

Walk through Quan Fuzhuang to Bada platform. Arguably the most important part of the Yuanyang

Rice Terraces. You'll have the opportunity to hike through the levels of the terraces and speak to locals

working in the field. This is also the best place to watch the sunset over the terraces.



Day 5  Yuanyang/Sa Pá 

Say goodbye to China this morning and drive to Hekou Border to cross into Vietnam. Your Chinese

CEO will help you get to immigration but will stay in China. You'll meet your new Vietnamese CEO once

you cross through customs. After arrival into Vietnam drive to the beautiful mountain region of Sapa.

The first stop is at the Hmong Batik House for a painting experience with the local indigenous group,

the Hmong people. Then we'll sit down together for an authentic and rustic hotpot dinner, a specialty of

the Sapa regional cuisine.

If you are applying for a Visa for China, please note the following details for your visa

application:

City of Departure: Honghe

County of Departure: Hekou Yaozu Zizhixian

 Meals included 

Dinner

 Accommodation 

Sapa Village Hotel (or similar)  Hotel   

 Today’s Activities 

Private Vehicle  Lào Cai – Sa Pá  45m   

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

ACTIVITY   

Join the Hmong People, the local indigenous group for a hands on painting activity.

Hekou Border Crossing  Hekou – Lào Cai   

Cross the land border from China into Vietnam.



Private Vehicle  Yuanyang – Hekou   

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Day 6  Sa Pá 

With mountainside covered in lush green rice terraces, picturesque villages tucked away in the hills and

a rich culture unique to this region, Sapa is a must visit, off the beaten path part of Vietnam. Today,

spend half a day trekking some of the best trails of the country. Hike through local villages, rice

terraces and tea plantation. We'll stop part way on the trek to eat lunch at a local restaurant. After

finishing the trek, head back to your hotel for the evening.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch

 Accommodation 

Sapa Village Hotel (or similar)  Hotel   

 Today’s Activities 

Sapa Half-Day Trekking Tour  Sa Pá  4h-5h  8km   

Spend half of today trekking the most famous hiking area in Vietnam. Pass through local villages,

beautiful rice terraces and plantations. We'll stop for lunch in Su Pan Village before continuing on to

our final spot, Muong Hoa.



Day 7  Sa Pá/Hanoi 

After breakfast at the hotel, we'll depart from Sapa this morning and drive to the bustling city of Hanoi.

After a long drive, we'll leave our bags at the hotel and have lunch at KOTO Restaurant, which provides

job training opportunities for disadvantaged youth. Then it's time to explore Hanoi and what better way

than on the front of a cyclo. Have a seat as you zoom through Hanoi's lively Old Quarter. Your tour ends

upon return to the hotel where your bags are being stored.

When booking onward travel, please note that flights must depart no earlier than 19:00.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch

 Today’s Activities 

Private Vehicle  Sa Pá – Hanoi   

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Lunch at Koto Restaurant  Hanoi   

Savour a meal of Western and Vietnamese cuisine at this restaurant while supporting a training

program that prepares local disadvantaged youth for careers in the culinary arts.

Hanoi Cyclo Tour  Hanoi   

Take a seat on a cyclo for a tour of Hanoi’s lively Old Quarter. Let the driver navigate through the

bustling streets and start taking some photos or just use the tour to help get familiar with the area.



What’s included

What are the main highlights of this trip? 

Jianshui City Tour, Local Tofu Workshop in Jianshui, Gentle Hiking in Yuanyang Rice Terrace, Sapa 1-day Trekking Tour.

What are the main highlights of this trip?

Jianshui City Tour, Local Tofu Workshop in Jianshui, Gentle Hiking in Yuanyang Rice Terrace, Sapa 1-day Trekking Tour.

Your Welcome Moment: Meet Your CEO

and Group 

Your Hands-On Moment: Hmong Batik

Workshop, Tả Van 

Jianshui City Tour

Tofu Workshop

Gentle Hiking in Yuanyang Rice Terraces

Sapa 1-day Trekking Tour

Hanoi Cyclo Tour

Transport to and from included activities



What important notes should I be aware of before the trip?

1. Please note while traveling through mainland China you will not be able to access some popular internet websites. It’s

important to let your family and friends know that you might not be able to stay in touch over your usual methods, be it

– social media or email. The Chinese Government restricts certain websites such as Google, Dropbox, Gmail, Facebook,

Instagram, Twitter, WordPress, Whatsapp etc. It may be possible to still access some of these websites using a VPN. If

you wish to stay in touch with your friends and family through the above blocked sites, we suggest you research

installing a suitable VPN on your device prior to travel or turn on your data roaming if needed.

2. INTERNET ACCESS 

Please note while traveling through mainland China you will not be able to access some popular internet websites,

certain websites such as Google, Dropbox, Gmail, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, WordPress,etc. It may be possible to

access some of these websites using a VPN. If you wish to use above blocked sites, we suggest you get a suitable VPN

on your device prior to travel.

3. LUGGAGE

As we use (sometimes crowded) local transport please note backpacks are much more suitable than suitcases for this

style of trip. Train travel means that bags have to be stowed either overhead or under beds, so travelling as light as

possible is recommended.

4. As of June 28, 2025, Chinese Aviation Authorities have tightened safety rule following several onboard fire incidents

linked to uncertified power bank portable chargers. Passengers will no longer be allowed to bring power banks that lack

the official China Compulsory Certification (CCC) mark. Any portable chargers without the CCC mark will be

confiscated on domestic flights within China.

How large will the group be?

Max 16, avg 14.

What meals are included in this trip?

2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners

What are the modes of transportation on my trip?

Train, private vehicle, walking, public bus, cyclo.

Where will we stay during the trip?

Hotels (6nts)

Will I get my own room?

Please note that if you have booked the "My Own Room" option for this tour, you will receive your own single room for all

night stops



What are the joining instructions?

For details of your joining hotel please refer to your tour voucher, G Account, the G Adventures App or contact your

travel agent.

If you would like to book an airport Arrival transfer for your tour, please contact our Sales Team or your Travel Agent in

advance of travel.

If you have paid in advance for an arrival transfer, a G Adventures representative will be at the airport to meet you. If for

any reason you are not met at the airport, please call our local support line. If you are unable to make contact for

whatever reason, please make your way to the joining point hotel via taxi.

If you have not pre-booked an arrival transfer with G Adventures, you can take the subway or the Airport Bus.

Please note that day 1 is an arrival day and no activities have been planned on this day.

Upon arrival to your Joining Hotel (note that check-in time will be in the afternoon), look for a note or bulletin board in the

reception with a note from your CEO. This note will give the details of your Welcome Meeting on day 1 (usually between

5pm and 7pm), where you will get a chance to meet your CEO and other travellers, as well as learn more about how the

tour will run. If you don’t see a note, please ask reception for details!

If you are arriving later and will miss the Welcome Meeting, your CEO will leave a note at reception for you with any

information you may need, and with morning instructions for the next day.



Who should I contact in case of an emergency?

Should you need to contact us during a situation of dire need, it is best to first call either the G Adventures Local

Representative (if one is listed below) or our G Adventures Local Office. If for any reason you do not receive an immediate

answer, please leave a detailed message and contact information, so they may return your call and assist you as soon

as possible.

AIRPORT TRANSFER 

If you have purchased an arrival through G Adventures or if an arrival transfer is included in the cost of your tour, please

note that:

Your arrival transfer has been arranged based on flight information provided to us. If your arrival transfer does not arrive

within 30 minutes after you have exited the arrivals area please call or go to the information centre and ask the staff

there to help to call our local G Adventures Transfer provider directly at: +86 18122213686 – if the driver cannot arrive

anytime soon, please take a taxi to your start point hotel. 

If you are advised of a flight schedule change or flight cancellation within 48 hours of your scheduled arrival time, please

call the emergency contact number to advise of your new arrival flight information. If you do not, we will not be able to

rearrange your arrival transfer and you will need to make your own way to the starting hotel at your own expense.

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

G Adventures Local Tour Operator (China):

Head Office: +86 18122213686

Beijing Office: +86 010-65128789 or +86 13379009576

G Adventures Local Representative (Vietnam)

Ms. Thuan

Emergency number: +84 88 844 9969

If you are unable for any reason to contact our local office, please call the numbers listed below which will connect you

directly with our Sales team who will happily assist you. Hours of operation by region can be found here.

Toll-free, North America only: 1 888 800 4100

Calls from UK: 0344 272 0000

Calls from Germany: 0800 365 1000

Calls from Australia: 1 300 796 618

Calls from New Zealand: 0800 333 307

Outside North America, Australia, New Zealand, Germany and the UK: +1 416 260 0999

What instructions should I follow at the finishing point?

Your flight must depart no earlier than 19:00 on Day 7.

If you would like to book an airport Departure transfer for your tour, please contact our Sales Team or your Travel Agent

in advance of travel.

https://www.gadventures.com/contact-us/


What should be on my packing list?

Documents: 

Essentials: 

Health & Safety: 

Flight info (required) (Printouts

of e-tickets may be required at

the border)

Insurance info (required) (With

photocopies)

Passport (required) (With

photocopies)

Vouchers and pre-departure

information (required)

Visas or vaccination certificates

(With photocopies)

Toiletries (required) (Shampoo,

bodywash, soap, etc.)

Binoculars (optional)

Camera (With extra memory

cards and batteries)

Cash, credit and debit cards

Day pack (Used for daily

excursions or short overnights)

Ear plugs

First-aid kit (should contain lip

balm with sunscreen, sunscreen,

whistle, Aspirin, Ibuprofen,

bandaids/plasters, tape, anti-

histamines, antibacterial gel/

wipes, antiseptic cream,

Imodium or similar tablets for

mild cases of diarrhea,

rehydration powder, water

purification tablets or drops,

insect repellent, sewing kit, extra

prescription drugs you may be

taking)

Flashlight/torch (Headlamps

are ideal)

Fleece top/sweater

Footwear

Hat

Headphones (Noise-cancelling

recommended)

Locks for bags

Long pants/jeans

Moneybelt

Outlet adapter

Personal entertainment

(Reading and writing materials,

cards, music player, etc.)

Reusable water bottle

Shirts/t-shirts

Sleepwear

Small travel towel

Sunglasses

Swimwear

Watch and alarm clock

Waterproof backpack cover

Windproof rain jacket

Face masks (Clients will be only

be required to wear a face mask

where it is mandated by local

regulations.)

Hand sanitizer

Pen (Please bring your own pen

for filling out documents.)



Warm Weather: 

Sandals/flip-flops

Shorts/skirts (Longer shorts/

skirts are recommended)

Sturdy water shoes/sandals

Sun hat/bandana

Swimwear



What are the visas and entry requirements for my trip?

All countries require a valid passport (with a minimum 6 months validity). Contact your local embassy or consulate for

the most up-to-date visa requirements, or see your travel agent. It is your own responsibility to have the correct travel

documentation. Visa requirements for your trip will vary depending on where you are from and where you are going. We

keep the following information up to date as far as possible, but rules do change and sometimes without warning. While

we provide the following information in good faith, it is vital that you check the information yourself and understand that

you are fully responsible for your own visa requirements.

Visa information specific to your destination and nationality can be found in our Important Pre-Departure Information

page here

Please note that visas are the responsibility of the individual traveller. The visa requirements for your trip vary depending

on where you are from and where you are going. We keep the following information up to date as much as possible, but

rules do change. It is important that you check for yourself with the embassy of each country. Your travel agent can

assist. Please, keep in mind that all countries require passports valid for at least 6 months from the moment of

departure from the country.

CHINA:

If you require a visa to enter China, you may also need an official Letter Of Invitation (LOI) before you can apply for your

Chinese visa. If you require a Letter of Invitation (LOI) to apply for a Chinese visa, please fill out & submit the following

request form

You can obtain the LOI through our visa support agent in China. The visa support link you need to complete will be sent

to you or your travel agent by email when you confirm your booking. You must read the instructions carefully and fill out

all the details.

Please ensure that you list the same details as appear on your LOI when filling out your Chinese Visa Application form.

HOW TO FILL IN CHINA LOI FORM ONLINE:

As Chinese visas are dated specifically for entry and exit, please ensure you enter the correct dates as per your flights

entering and exiting China. Please remember to put exactly the same dates when you fill out the application at the

Chinese embassy. You will need to provide additional documentation to the consulate (i.e. flights tickets, hotel

reservations) if these dates fall outside the duration of the tour.

Please do not submit the below application until 3 months prior to your entry into China. The details will be forwarded to

our local agent in China and your Letter of Invitation (LOI) will be issued within 10 business days of receipt. 

Letter of Invitations (LOI) will be issued as a matter of priority based on the number of days from departure.

Once you have received your LOI you can apply for your visa by going to the nearest Chinese embassy. Please,

remember that it is your responsibility to check whether passport details, name spelling and dates on the LOI are

correct.

You must print out the full set of application forms including the ‘Confirmation of Online Visa application’ and ‘Visa

Application Form of the People's Republic of China’. All pages of each form must be printed out. The signature and date

on the Confirmation Page and the 8th page of Visa Application Form of the People's Republic of China must be

handwritten by the applicant themselves. Visa applicants under the age of 18 must be signed by their guardian while

also adding a handwritten signature in the ‘For person filling in the application on the applicant’s behalf’.

https://www.gadventures.com/travel-resources/prepare-for-your-tour/
https://www.gadventures.com/visa-forms/China/


IMPORTANT: if you require a visa for China and plan to travel within 3 months of your entry into China, we strongly

recommend that you avoid travel outside of your home country during the period between your visa application up until

the time your visa is approved. In many cases, travellers who apply for a visa to China while in another country outside of

their home country, will be denied their visa.

Travellers must have at least two blank passport pages available for each country they will visit on your tour. These are

required for entry & exit stamps.

If you are applying for a Visa for China, please note the following details for your visa application:

City of Departure: Honghe

County of Departure: Hekou Yaozu Zizhixian

********************

Vietnam:

If you require a visa for Vietnam, they need to be arranged ahead of time (BEFORE your trip) as the processing time

varies (minimum 2 weeks) and they are not available upon arrival.

Vietnamese E-Visa can be applied for here

Entry to Vietnam with an eVisa is supported at 13 airports, 16 land borders, and 13 seaports - details can be found here

Information is accurate as of April 1st, 2024.

What should I know about currency, credit cards, and

exchanging money while on this tour?

As currency exchange rates in Asia fluctuate often we ask that you refer to the following website for daily exchange

rates: www.xe.com. 

As of April 2024 the exchange rate for China was 1 USD = 7.25 CNY (Chinese Yuan). 

Although the most common payment methods in China are apps such as WeChat Pay and Alipay, we strongly

recommend carrying some cash as a backup, since credit cards or mobile apps may not always work. We also suggest

setting up either WeChat Pay or Alipay on your device before arriving in China. We strongly suggest setting up either

Wechat or Alipay on your device prior to coming to China. This will require you link a credit or debit card to these apps

and also set up a data roaming package to use in China so that you can make payments locally. Please check the

terms and conditions carefully when you set up account and payment. Credit cards may work with big venders in first

tier cities like Beijing, Shanghai or Hong Kong but it's not guaranteed and less likely to work in other cities or towns and

small venders.

What activities are optional on this trip?

No optional activities

https://dichvucong.bocongan.gov.vn/bocongan/bothutuc/tthc?matt=26277
https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/en_US/trang-chu-ttdt


How old must I be to join this trip?

You must be 18 to travel unaccompanied on a G Adventures tour. For minors travelling with a guardian over 21 years old,

the minimum age is 12.

Are international flights included in this trip?

No, international flights are generally not included in the price of your tour. 

However, on some combo tours travelling between two different countries, international flights are included as part of

the itinerary and price of the tour. Please speak to your GCO or booking agent for further details. 

In addition, check-in times and baggage allowances/restrictions vary by airline and can change at any time. For the

most up-to-date information for your flight, please contact your airline. We recommend checking in online in advance to

avoid potential delays at the airport.

What should LGBTQ+ travellers know about safety and travel

considerations on this trip?

The safety and well-being of all of our travelers is a priority at G Adventures and that includes our travelers who identify

as part of the LGBTQ+ community. We recognize that there are specific concerns and questions you may have about

your adventure in terms of safety and security. We encourage you to visit our LGBTQ+ page for useful resources to

ensure you feel safe and comfortable throughout the duration of your trip. The Equaldex tool linked on this page can be

of particular help when deciding where you may want to visit next.

Dossier Disclaimer

The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided in good faith. However it is

subject to change, and does not form part of the contract between the client and the operator. The itinerary featured is

correct at time of printing. It may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we

make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. Sometimes it can be a small

change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes the change may result in us altering the tour for the

coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is

usually released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may find there have been

some changes to the itinerary. 

VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review a couple of days prior to

travel, in case there have been changes that affect your plans. 

https://www.gadventures.com/about-us/lgbtq-travel/


Itinerary Disclaimer

While it is our intention to adhere to the route described below, there is a certain amount of flexibility built into the

itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary, or desirable to make alterations. The itinerary is brief, as we never know

exactly where our journey will take us. Due to our style of travel and the regions we visit, travel can be unpredictable. The

Trip Details document is a general guide to the tour and region and any mention of specific destinations or wildlife is by

no means a guarantee that they will be visited or encountered. Aboard expedition trips visits to research stations

depend on final permission. 

Additionally, any travel times listed are approximations only and subject to vary due to local circumstances. 
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