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and China

24 days, Osaka to Shanghai
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What’s included

Your Welcome Moment: Meet Your CEO DMZ visit
and Group
City tour of Gyeongju
Your Local Living Moment: Overnight in
Mount Kdya Temple, Kdyasan Yangdong Folk Village visit

Your Local Living Moment: Overnight Haedong Yonggungsa Temple Visit

Temple Stay, Busan
City tour of Busan

Your Discover Moment: Shanghai
Great Wall excursion

Hiroshima Peace Park and Museum visit
Tiananmen Square and Forbidden City

Miyajima excursion with floating torii guided tour

gate visit
Terracotta Warriors tour

Nijo Castle and gardens visit (Kyoto)
Master of the Nets Garden visit

Gion walk
Shanghai orientation walk

Fushimi Inari shrine visit
Chinese acrobat performance

Lake Ashino-ko boat ride (Hakone)
Japan Rail (JR) pass (7 days)
Traditional ryokan stay with kaiseki

meal Internal flights

City tour of Seoul All transport between destinations and
to/from included activities



The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided in good faith. However it is
subject to change, and does not form part of the contract between the client and G Adventures. The itinerary featured is
correct at time of printing. It may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we
make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. Sometimes it can be a small
change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes the change may result in us altering the tour for the
coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is
usually released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may find there have been

some changes to the itinerary.

VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review a couple of days prior to

travel, in case there have been changes that affect your plans.

VALIDITY: Valid for all trips departing January 1st, 2020 and onwards

Itinerary

NOTE: Accommodations vary per
departure and are subject to
change until tour start date; they
are not final and should be used as
examples only. Travellers may login
to the G Adventures App to view
accommodations specific to their
departure.



Day 1 Osaka

Arrive at any time.

We highly recommend booking pre-accommodation to fully experience this lively city.

@ Today’s Activities
ACTIVITY

Your opportunity to meet your CEO and fellow travellers, and learn more about your tour. Opt to join
the group for a local meal afterwards. Don't forget to see the notice in the lobby (or ask reception) for

the official time and place to meet up with the group.



Depart early and travel to the centre of Buddhism in Japan and sleep in a temple atop the 800m Mt
Koya. Savour a traditional dinner of shojin ryori (Buddhist vegetarian cuisine). Watch the monks pray in

the morning.

Journey to Mt Koyaq, a religious centre founded in 816 by the Buddhist monk Kobo Daishi. The train ride
up the mountain is possibly one of the finest rail journeys in Japan. For the final steep ascent, switch to

funicular and then hop on a bus to reach the monastery.

In the evening, dine on shojin-ryori, typical vegetarian cuisine, and relax in a yukata, or kimono.

@ Meals included

Breakfast | Dinner

@ Today’s Activities

Train Osaka - Kdyasan 3h

Climb aboard, take a seat, and enjoy the ride.
ACTIVITY

During the overnight stay in the mountain temple, witness the routines of the monks and dine on
typical fare. Explore the temples and moss covered Oku-no-in cemetery in the afternoon. In the
evening, savour the shojin-ryori vegetarian cuisine, and relax in a yukata or kimono. Early morning at
the temple offers the chance to observe the monks praying, before a vegetarian breakfast. Breathe the

fresh mountain air and soak in the beautiful surroundings.

Oku-no-in Cemetery Visit

Oku-no-in is the most sacred site in Koyasan and the location of the mausoleum for Kobo Daishi (also
known as Kukai), the founder of Shingon Buddhism. The area is surrounded by a massive cemetery, the
largest in Japan. With over 200,000 tombstones lining the almost 2km path to Kobo Daishi's
mausoleum, there is plenty of area to explore. Be sure to see Torodo Hall (Hall of Lamps), the main

place of worship, where more than 10,000 lanterns are kept burning day and night.



Koyasan/Hiroshima

Watch the monks pray in the morning and enjoy a traditional breakfast before travelling to Hiroshima.

This afternoon, visit the Peace Park and Memorial Museum commemorating the events of 1945.

Early morning offers the chance to observe the monks praying. Breathe in some fresh mountain air
before a vegetarian breakfast, then start the journey back down the mountain via bus, train and

funicular.

Later, board a train to Hiroshima, a historically significant city, marked by the explosion of the first

atomic bomb in 1945.

@ Meals included

Breakfast

@ Today’s Activities

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.

Hiroshima Park and Peace Memorial

Walk through the Peace Park in the centre of Hiroshima, a living memorial dedicated to the tens of
thousands who died from the atomic bomb blast in 1945. Visit the statue of Sadako Sasaki, a young
girl who died of leukemia as a result of the bomb blast, despite folding 1,000 origami paper cranes to
appeal to the gods to make her well. See the frame of the Gembaku Dome, the sole building to

withstand the explosion. Reflect, remember, and be reminded of the power we all hold to create peace.



Hiroshima

Take a ferry ride over to the sacred island of Miyajima to see the famous floating Torii Gate. Opt to hike

around Mt Misen.

Please note the floating Torii Gate will be under construction from June 2019 to August 2020.

@ Today’s Activities

Ferry Hiroshima - Miyajima

Hop a ferry to reach the island and journey back in the evening.

Miyajima Island Visit

Take a trip to Miyajima Island, famed as one of Japan's most scenic spots, with a free afternoon to
explore. See the famous floating Torii Gate, set out in the bay, which glows extraordinarily at sunset.
The island is dotted with shrines and temples, populated by deer, and traversed with hiking trails for
those who want to get some exercise. There are also lanes full of souvenirs and tasty treats. Visit
Miyajima at your own pace, and have the option to hike up to the peak of the island, Mt Misen, to see

spectacular views of the surrounding islands.

Free time on Miyajima Island to make the most of this beautiful location.

Optional Activities - Day 4

Mt. Misen Visit Free-1840JPY 2-6km

Set out for the summit of Mt. Misen, Miyajima’s highest peak at 500m (1,640 ft) above sea level. Opt to
hike one of three trails through the forest and keep an eye out for wild deer or catch a ride on the
ropeway and walk the remaining distance to the top. Take in great views of the Seto Inland Sea and on

a clear day see as far as the city of Hiroshima.



Hiroshima/Kyoto

Travel to Kyoto and start exploring. Visit the impressive Nijo Castle and gardens, a UNESCO World

Heritage Site. In the evening, explore the geisha district of Gion on a CEO-led walking tour.

Please note the Ninomaru Palace at Nijo Castle will be closed from Dec 26-Jan 3. Groups

travelling during this time will visit the Kiyomizu-dera Temple.

@ Today’s Activities

Bullet Train Hiroshima - Kyoto 1h30m-2h

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.

Gion Walk

Walk through Gion, Kyoto's most famous geisha district. Visit shops, restaurants and ochaya

(teahouses), where geiko (Kyoto dialect for geisha) and maiko (geiko apprentices) entertain.

Nijo Castle and Gardens Visit

Visit the Nijo Castle, the residence of the first shogun of the Edo Period built in 1603. Now a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, the property is divided into three areas: the Honmaru (main circular fortification),

Ninomaru (secondary circle of defense), and the gorgeous gardens that surround both.



Enjoy a visit to the beautiful Fushimi Inari Taisha shrine and walk under the bright torii gates. Opt to

shop, stroll along the riverbank, or explore another of Kyoto's many temples with free time.

@ Today’s Activities

Fushimi Inari Taisha Shrine Visit

Visit the Fushimi Inari shrine, located just outside of Kyoto. Walk under the thousands of iconic torii
gates (as seen in the film Memoirs of a Geisha) and enjoy the peaceful atmosphere. The shrine itself is

at the base of the Inari mountain but includes many trails up to smaller shrines in the area.

Free Time

Continue exploring Japan's historic capital with some free time.

Optional Activities - Day 6

Zen Gardens of Ryoan-ji

The Ryoan-ji garden is one of the best examples of kare-sansui, or dry landscape, a type of Zen garden.
Fifteen large rocks are placed within a sea of white pebbles raked into linear patterns to facilitate
meditation. Stand on the platform to get the best view from above. Stroll the grounds around the

Ryoan-ji Temple and along the Kyoyo-chi pond.



Kyoto/Hakone

Take a boat ride on Lake Ashino-ko, and hopefully catch a glimpse of majestic Mt Fuji. Enjoy a feast on

a traditional Japanese kaiseki meal then soak in the natural hot springs.
Travel to Hakone, a town in the hills famous for its onsens, or natural hot springs.

In the evening, enjoy savouring a complex meal of traditional Japanese foods, followed by a

recommended soak in the onsen.

@ Meals included

Dinner

@ Today’s Activities

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.

Local Bus Odawara - Hakone 30m

Climb aboard, grab a seat, and enjoy the ride.

Lake Ashino-ko Boat Ride 30m

Hop aboard a passenger boat to cruise the waters of Lake Ashinoko. If you are lucky, on a clear day

you can capture a view of Mt Fuji. The lake was formed from the caldera of Mt Hakone following its

eruption 3000 years ago. Sit back, relax and enjoy.

Traditional Kaiseki Meal

Savour a complex meal of traditional Japanese foods, then finish the day with a soak in the onsen.



Hakone/Tokyo

Head to Tokyo with time to do some last-minute shopping.
Arrive before noon to Tokyo, with time to explore this energetic metropolis.

Opt to visit Ueno park and the museums, Akihabara for cutting edge electronics, Harajuku for funky
fashions, Ginza for the highest of the high end, walk the grounds of the Imperial Palace East Garden, or

just stroll the streets, looking for the traditional life that still lies just under the modern surface.

@ Meals included

Breakfast

@ Today’s Activities

Bullet Train Hakone - Tokyo 2h

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.

Free Time

With so much to do, start exploring now.

Optional Activities - Day 8

Ginza Shopping

The Ginza district is Tokyo’s equivalent of Fifth Avenue in New York. Window shop at Chanel, Dior, Gucci
and Louis Vuitton, then check out the latest electronics at the Sony showroom or Apple store. Visit the
Wako department store with its historic clock tower, housed in a building that dates back to 1894. If you

are there on a weekend, head to Ginza’s main street where pedestrians rule without Tokyo’s traffic.

Imperial Palace East Gardens Walk



The Imperial Palace in Tokyo's city centre is home to Japan’s Emperor and Empress. It is surrounded by
a moat and three gardens, all open to the public. Stroll throughout the grounds, admire the azaleas
and hydrangeas (when in season), discover the original stone wall that surrounded the palace back in
17th to 19th centuries during the days when samurai warriors defended the ruler. Visit nearby

Sannomaru-Shozo-kan museum and see exquisite kimonos and Japanese paintings.

Senso-ji Temple Visit

Explore Senso-ji Temple, a colourful Buddhist temple and the oldest temple in the entire city. Leading

up to the temple the street is lined with shops selling yummy food and great souvenirs.

Ueno Park Visit

As Japan's most popular city park, Ueno is known for its museums and cherry blossoms. Stroll the
pathways, admire the thousands of trees, including approximately 800 Somei-yoshino cherry trees,

look for lotus on the pond, or opt to visit the temples and museums (entrance fees).

Meiji Shrine (Meiji Jingt) Visit

Visit this shrine dedicated to the 123rd emperor of Japan, Emperor Meiji and his wife. The shrine is a

great place to escape the bustle of the city and wander the grounds along the wide walking paths.

Explore this exciting day with a free day.

Tokyo/Seoul

Catch a flight to Seoul, South Koread's capital city.



Enjoy a walking tour in the bustling metropolis where modern skyscrapers, high-tech subways and pop
culture meet Buddhist temples and street markets. Visit Gyengbokgung Palace, the National Folklore

Museum, Jogyesa Temple, Bukchon Hanok Village and Insadong alley.

After exploring the city, opt to see a show, explore a local museum, or hit the pavement and eat your

way through street markets trying local fares such as bibimbap, soondae, and kimchi.

@ Meals included

Breakfast

@ Today’s Activities

Seoul City Tour

Enjoy a bus tour of the bustling capital of South Korea. Visit different areas of the city including
Gyengbokgung Palace, National Folklore Museum, Jogyesa Temple, Bukchon Hanok Village and

Insadong alley.

Gyeongbokgung Palace

Visit Gyeongbokgung Palace, the main royal palace of the Joseon Dynasty built in 1395. The palace
has been destroyed many times over, but more than 50 per cent of the buildings are still standing or
are restored. The complex is also home to the National Palace Museum and the National Folk

Museum.
National Folklore Museum Seoul

Located within the grounds of the Gyeongbokgung Palace, learn about the history and traditions of the

Korean people during the Joseon era.

Jogyesa Temple

Visit one of the most important Buddhist temples in Korea and a symbol of Korean Buddhism.

Bukchon Hanok Village Exploration 1h

Be transported back 600 years into Seoul's past while walking through Bukchon Hanok Village, which

boasts the largest cluster of privately owned traditional Korean wooden homes (hanok) in Seoul. Keep



an eye out for the half-dozen or so alleys that have beautifully restored architectural features like small

courtyards, decorative outer walls, and dark tiled roofs.

Insadong Alley

Explore the narrow and hidden alleys of one of the most memorable places in Seoul. Now filled with
antique shops, galleries, tea houses and traditional restaurants, this area once housed the royal studio

for painters during the Joseon Dynasty.

Free Time

Head out and explore.

Optional Activities - Day 11

Jump Show (Comic Martial Arts Show)

This innovative musical comedy show incorporates many of Asia’s martial arts, including Kored's
Taekwondo and Taekkyeon, as it tells the story of a family of martial arts specialists who have to

defend their house from robbers.

Gwangjang Market Visit

Gwangjang Market is one of the oldest and largest traditional markets in South Korea, with more than
5,000 shops. Famous for its fabric, local treasures, and noted to be one of the best places to go for

authentic Korean street food in Seoul, you don't want to miss Gwangjang Market.

Seoul Museum of History Visit

Really get to know Seoul with a stop at the Seoul Museum of History, which highlights each segment of
the city's past from the Stone Age to present day. Discover one of the museum's recent creations - a

large floor map of Seoul, great for plotting out your next steps!

Nanta Show (Seoul)

Check out what all the fuss is about and go see NANTA, Korea’s most popular show. Watch the story of
four crazy chefs told, not through dialogue, but through the rhythmic banging of knives, pots, and

pans. Performed on Broadway, the show has attained international success.



Visit the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between North and South Korea. With over a million soldiers on

watch each day, it is one of the last remnants of the Cold War.

Spend about 3-4 hours visiting the Demilitarized Zone. On your way there pass by the Blue House,

home to the President of the Republic of Korea and South Kored's official government complex.

The DMZ was founded in 1953 when the Korean war ended and it is highly militarized on both sides.
With a buffer zone 4km wide and spanning 250 km long separating North and South Korea there has

been very little development in the areq, therefore nature and wildlife have pretty much taken over.

Later, return back to Seoul for another night in the city.

A DMZ shuttle bus will be used within the DMZ area.

@ Meals included

Breakfast

@ Today’s Activities

Private Vehicle Seoul - Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 1h30m
Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) Visit

Visit the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) the de facto border between North and South Korea, which cuts the

peninsula in half. Created in 1953, it is the most heavily militarized border in the world.
Private Vehicle Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) - Seoul 1h30m
Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Free Time

Get out and explore all that Seoul has to offer!



Optional Activities - Day 12

Kimchi & Hanbok Experience

An instructor will walk you through the Kimchi making process, after which you will make your own with
various seasonings to be made to your liking. Also, choose to try wearing various kinds of Hanbok, a
traditional Korean dress for semi-formal or formal attire during traditional occasions such as festivals,
celebrations, and ceremonies. There will be hair accessories and hats as well if you'd like to have the full

Korean experience and take some photos!

ltaewon Neighbourhood Visit

Get into the grit of things with a visit to Seoul's Itaewon neighbourhood, the happening place to go.
Immerse yourself in bars, clubs, restaurants, and shops, selling everything from tailored suits to

furniture, jewelry, and pottery.

The War Memorial Hall of Korea

If you love history - dive right into The War Memorial of Korea. The memorial building serves to exhibit
and memorialize the military history of Korea and preserve materials related to the Korean War.
Divided into indoor and outdoor exhibits containing about 9,000 artifacts, there sure is a lot to see

here!



Seoul/Gyeongju-si

Travel to Gyeongju and visit the UNESCO-listed sites of Seokguram Grotto and Bulguksa Temple on

an included tour.

Depart Seoul in the morning and travel by high-speed train to Gyeongiju, taking just over two hrs to

reach the city.

In the afternoon, enjoy an included tour of some local highlights, including the UNESCO World
Heritage temples. Later, opt to further dive into Gyeongju by visiting some more local historic sights or

basking in the serenity of Anapji Pond.

@ Meals included

Breakfast

@ Today’s Activities

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.

Visit sights around Gyeongju on an included tour. See the UNESCO site Bulguksa Temple, a head
temple of the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism and encompasses seven National treasures of South

Korea.

Enjoy a free evening in Gyeongju.

Optional Activities - Day 13

Daereungwon Tomb Complex 3000KRW

The Daereungwon Tomb complex in Gyeongju holds 23 tombs that are found inside of large mounds.
The complex is beautiful with its rolling mounds and gardens, but the real treat can be found inside the

tombs, the most famous being Cheonmachong and Hwangnamdaechong. Each tomb holds



thousands of relics that gives us a window into the Silla Dynasty and its royal family. The contents of
these tombs are over 1500 years old and a great treasure to anyone who enjoys Korean history and

artistic beauty.

Also known as 'Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond' it was once a part of the royal palace complex of the
ancient Silla dynasty. A long-term renovation project beginning in the early 19070's that excavated
thousands of relics from the pond has brought Anapji back to its former glory. Anapji Pond is popularly
visited in the evening for its beautiful night views when everything is lit up and reflecting amongst the

waters.

Cheomseongdae Observatory

Nestled in the heart of Gyeongju, the capital of the former Silla Kingdom, Cheomseongdae may not
appear to be a monumental landmark. But this observatory tower that dates back to the seventh
century is actually the oldest existing astronomical observatory in all of East Asia. Cheomseongdae
was used for observing the stars in order to forecast the weather in the ancient scientific hub of

Gyeongiju.

Bike Rental - Gyeongju 5000KRW

Cycling is a great way to see the city and squeeze more sights into a day. Ride past Cheomseongdae

Observatory, Anapji Pond and much more!



Gyeongju-si/Busan

Take a day trip to Yangdong Folk Village, a UNESCO site, before continuing to Busan to visit the
Haedong Yonggungsa Temple and relaxing with a trip to Haoeundae Beach and Dongbaek Island
(APEC House).

Take a private van to visit the 500-year-old UNESCO site of Yangdong Folk Village, located in

Gyeongju National Park, to get a feel for life during the early Joseon Dynasty.

Travel to the picturesque 14th century seaside temple, Haedong Yonggungsa. Continue to Busan and
enjoy a walk or swim at Haeundae Beach, the most popular beach in South Korea, or perhaps a light

trek on Dongbaek Island.

@ Meals included

Breakfast

@ Today’s Activities

Travel to the village and back by private vehicle.

Yangdong Folk Village

Get a fascinating look into life during the Joseon Dynasty on this visit to the Yangdong Folk Village.
Founded in the early 1400s, the village boasts well-preserved buildings and has more than 160 homes

displaying traditional Joseon architecture within a gorgeous natural setting.

Haedong Yonggungsa Temple Visit

Originally built in 1376, this picturesque, cliffside Buddhist temple overlooks the East China Sea. Opt to
grab a bizarre local snack at the traditional market. Legend foretells that should you pray here, at least

one of your wishes will come true.

Private Vehicle 1h30m

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Haeundae Beach and Dongbaek Island (APEC House) Visit



Visit Hoeundae Beach, one of Korea's most beautiful beaches. Enjoy a walk along the shore, or take a
swim (don't forget your suit!) And see the famed APEC House built to host the Asia-Pacific Economic

Corporation (APEC) summit meeting in 2005 on Dongbaek Island.



Visit the bustling Jagalchi fish market, Gukjesijang market, and Yongdusan Park, before an overnight in

alocal temple.

Stay in rooms called Ondol. These rooms are very traditional, heated to be cozy and comfortable, with
beds made up directly on the floor. The rooms here are multi-share, divided up by male and female

rooms. Enjoy a traditional dinner and breakfast during the stay.

Have the opportunity to learn about temple etiquette, experience the daily drum and bell ritual, craft
your own prayer beads and take an easy hike up to the oldest and highest temple in Busan for morning

meditation.

@ Meals included

Breakfast | Dinner



@ Today’s Activities

Jagalchi Fish Market

Discover this market and major attraction at Nampo Port. Wander through the rows of stalls selling
everything you can dream of from the sea. Watch as locals haggle for the best price and fishmongers

hawk their wares.

Gukje Traditional Market

Gukjesijang or Gukje Market is nestled near Biff Square, a well-known modern movie district in Busan.
The market once was a place for refugees to earn a living over the period of the Korean War. Now, it's a
bustling international market where loads of food, home goods, clothes, souvenirs and more can be

found.

Yongdusan Park Visit

Visit Yongdusan Park, home to more than 70 different types of trees, and see the 118m (387 ft) high

Busan Tower. The park's unique shape is said to look like a dragon's head.
ACTIVITY

Stay in rooms called Ondol, which are very traditional and heated to be cozy and comfortable with
beds made up directly on the floor. The rooms here are multi-share, divided up by male and female

rooms. Enjoy a traditional dinner and breakfast during the stay.

Optional Activities - Day 15

Busan Tower Observatory 12000KRW

With incredible views day or night, Busan Tower is a symbol of Busan that stands proudly 69 m above
sed level at a height of 120 m and allows for 360 degrees of viewing pleasure! Fun fact: the top of the

tower is modelled after the baldaquin of Dabotap Pagoda in Bulguksa Temple.



Busan/Seoul

Enjoy a final morning in Busan before returning to Seoul by train. Visit the Namdaemun Market and N

Seoul Tower in the afternoon, then have some free time for your final evening in Seoul.

After arriving into Seoul by train head to check out Kored's oldest traditional market, Nomdaemun
Market. Then make your way by cable car to N Seoul Tower to see this beautiful landmark and opt to
make the trip up to the observation deck if you're feeling adventurous. Spend the rest of your day in

Seoul seeing Banpo Bridge, the floating islands or hanging out in the Gangnam district.

@ Meals included

Breakfast

@ Today’s Activities

Free Time

Get out and explore.

Bullet Train 2h30m

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.

Namdaemun Market Visit

Dating back to 1414, this is Kored's oldest traditional market and it's largest, with over 10,000 vendors

spanning several city blocks. Get ready to shop!

N Seoul Tower Visit

Take the cable car to visit the most iconic landmark in Seoul! Located at the top of Mt Namsan, and
standing at 480m above sea level, what used to be a broadcasting station before it was open to the
public, is now a beautiful observatory. If you'd like to go up the tower to the observatory an additional

fee is required.

Free Time

Enjoy the bustling metropolis of Seoul with some free time to explore on your own.



Optional Activities - Day 16

Floating Island Visit

The floating island is a culture complex made up of three man-made floating islands located near one
end of the Banpo Bridge. LED lights surround the islands and create a fantastic night view - a must see

if you're in Seoul!

N Seoul Tower Observatory 16000KRW

Namsan Seoul Tower Observatory allows for an incredible 360 degrees panoramic view of Seoul. The
top of the tower is 480m above sea level, including Namsan Mountain (243m) and the tower’s own
height (236.7m). It has quickly become a well-known landmark in Seoul and has appeared in lots of

smash-hit K-dramas and movies.

Banpo Bridge Rainbow Fountain

Banpo Bridge is home to the Moonlight Rainbow Fountain Show and is the world's longest bridge
fountain. Nearly 10,000 LED lights and 380 water spraying nozzles make up this beautiful show of
water, music, and lights. During the day, the fountain shows a hundred different configurations meant
to evoke waving willow branches and willow leaves. When the sun goes down, the fountain is
illuminated as it sends out dancing, rainbow-coloured jets of water in the air in synchronization with

music.

Gangnam District Visit

Gangnam has plenty to do and see in this historically rich, fast-developing neighbourhood. Gangnam
Station is the busiest subway station in Seoul and has a huge underground shopping centre, so feel
free to shop until you drop. Choose to visit Bongeunsa, a Buddhist Temple in the centre of Gangnam, or

enjoy the nightlife and restaurants in this area.

Seoul/Beijing

Board a flight to Beijing, China.



Enjoy an included visit to the Great Wall.

Head out of town to the Mutianyu section of the Great Wall. Spend time wandering around, taking
photos, and picking up souvenirs.
@ Today’s Activities

Orientation With CEO 30m-th

Enjoy a brief walk with your CEO. He/she will give you some tips on finding things like supermarkets,
main squares, and ATMs. For more specific or in-depth information, an official guided tour is

recommended.

Private Vehicle Beijing - Mutianyu 1h30m-2h

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Mutianyu Great Wall Visit 3h

Climb the rolling hills of Huairou County at Mutianyu, one of the best-preserved sections of the Great
Wall. Enjoy scenic views as the wall winds along mountain ridges, and take brag-worthy photos of the
wall from any of the 22 towers. The Great wall is an incredible piece of engineering stretching 6000 km
west from the mountain ridges north of Beijing. It was originally constructed to protect Chinese
empires from nomadic northern tribes, and even though it failed in this purpose, it's still one of the
country's most remarkable achievements and an iconic destination. The Mutianyu section of the Great
Wall is located about 80km away from the Beijing City Center. The walk is approximately 5 kilometres

and will take 2 to 3 hours depending on your level of fitness.

Private Vehicle 1h30m-2h

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Free Time

Use your evening to explore the cityscape of Beijing.

Optional Activities - Day 18



The Pearl Market

Shoppers get ready. The Pearl Market is great place to get souvenirs for friends and family! This market
is well know for the verity of pearls but, make sure to also check out the other vendors selling goods like

crafts, clothing, and silk.

Drum and Bell Tower Visit 30CNY

Visit the striking Drum Tower for some incredible photo ops. Back in the Han Dynasty the towers were
used to echo the time to the city with bells in the morning and drums in the evening. Today the 63-ton

bell still stands in one tower and drum performances happen daily in the morning and afternoon.

Toboggan at Great Wall 100-140CNY

After your hike on the Great Wall, opt to take a Toboggan ride back down instead of the cable car!

Cable Car at Great Wall 100-140CNY

The cable car ride is about 5 minutes ride up to tower 14, from where you may walk to the highest point

of Mutianyu Great Wall at Tower 20. The walk from ticket check to tower 10 is about 30 minutes. The
cable car ride is a good option if you are hoping to save energy to challenge the Tower 20. Return ticket

is recommended as you may spend more time on the wall.



Beijing/Xi'an

Take the Beijing metro to visit the Forbidden City and Tiananmen Square. Later, board a fast train to

Xi'an.

Due to restrictions in China after the pandemic, the maximum daily capacity in the Forbidden
City has been reduced from 80,000 to 30,000. This significant decrease in daily tickets has
had a great impact on availability for both individuals and group tours to secure tickets,
especially during he summer season. Our local team works very hard to secure tickets for
each group. However, on the off chance we are unable to secure tickets to the Forbidden City,
we will visit the Summer Palace and the Temple of Heaven, places of similar architecture and

importance.

@ Today’s Activities

Get around underground via public transit.

Tiananmen Square

Explore one of the world's largest public squares and the symbolic centre of Chinese power. Framed by

the Gate of Heavenly Peace with its Mao portrait, Mao's Mausoleum, the Great Hall of the People, the
National Museum, and with elaborate flag raising and lowering ceremonies at dawn and dusk, it's a

place of pilgrimage for the Chinese tourists who consider it the heart of their nation.

Forbidden City Tour 2h

Our CEO will steer around crowds and help make the most of a visit to the Forbidden City.

Local Train 5h45m-6h

Climb aboard, take your seat, and get around like the locals do.



Visit one of China’s greatest archaeological treasures—the Terracotta Warriors. After, the day is yours to

explore as you wish.

Train is our main mode of transport in China and it's a great way to travel. We aim to get the
best sleeping berths available on each train journey. However, train tickets availability is
limited during peak travel times, including summer vacations and Chinese national holidays.
As such, it is possible that the group may be separated into different carriages or assigned top

sleeping berths.

@ Today’s Activities

Terracotta Warriors Guided Tour 3h 2km

Take a guided tour of the Terracotta Warriors where more than 8,000 clay soldiers and hundreds of
replica horses and chariots stand in three pits. Learn why the Emperor Qin Shihuang commissioned
the statues to serve as his army in the afterlife and how they were discovered. Spend a half-day

exploring this archaeological wonder.

Free Time

Opt for some cycling, or just take a walk around and explore the city of Xi'an.

Optional Activities - Day 20

Cycling Xi'an City Walls 1h-2h

Rent a bike and cycle the Xi'an city walls. The walls - built for protection in the Tang Dynasty and
expanded in the Ming dynasty -are a great way to absorb local history. Hop off where you like and

admire the views as you pedal along the 12m (39 ft) wide wall, which takes about 2 hrs to cycle along.

Bell and Drum Towers - Xi'‘an 50CNY

Climb to the top of the Drum Tower for an unforgettable aerial view of the city. Back in the Han Dynasty

the towers were used to echo the time to the city with bells in the morning and drums in the evening.



Today the 63-ton bell still stands in one tower and drum performances happen daily in the morning

and afternoon.

Big Goose Pagoda Visit

Head to the outskirts of the city to the Big Wild Goose Pagoda, a beautiful, brick Buddhist temple.

Muslim Quarter Visit 1h-1h30m

Explore the lively Muslim Quarter and its serene Great Mosque, making time to indulge in the offerings
of exotic local street food stalls. At night, head out for some of the best street food in China - the spicy

beef and lamb kebabs are always a favorite.

The Great Mosque

Discover this hidden oasis behind the markets of the Muslim Quarter. Learn about the Great Mosque's
centuries-old history, and explore the temples and gardens to see how Chinese and Islamic

architecture came together in this place of worship.

Xi'an/Shanghai

Say goodbye to Xi'an this morning and hop on the fast train to the bustling city of Shanghai.

@ Today’s Activities

Bullet Train Xi'an - Shanghai 6h 1300km

Sit back and relax on your speedy journey from Xi'an to Shanghai.



Shanghai

Train to Suzhou today for a day exploring in the city. Admire Suzhou's classical gardens, canals,

bridges and museums.

@ Today’s Activities

Bullet Train Shanghai - Suzhou 30m

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.

Suzhou Day Trip

Take the train to Suzhou for a day trip that includes a visit to the famed Master of the Nets Garden, one
of the most beautiful in China and recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Visit Tiger Hill
Pagoda, an impressive octagonal tower completed in 961 during the Song Dynasty. Walk around the

hill and admire the natural beauty and landscapes all around you.

Bullet Train Suzhou - Shanghai 30m

Get to your next destination faster than the speed of light (ok maybe not that fast) aboard a high-

speed train.



Shanghai

After an orientation walk along Shanghai's famous Bund, you are free to explore the delights of this
modern Chinese city. In the evening, head to the theatre for an intense acrobatic performance that will

keep you on the edge of your seat.

@ Today’s Activities

Orientation Walk 1h

Take a stroll along the Bund, a main road that follows the Huangpu River, with your CEQ. This is a great

opportunity to get a layout of the city and figure out what you want to explore next.

Acrobatic Performance 1h30m

Let some of China’s most talented entertainers and athletes dazzle you for an evening with gravity-
defying tricks and acrobatics. These spectacular performers will contort, balance, plate-spin, foot-

juggle and more. Keep your eyes on the stage and you may even see a motorcycle or two.

Optional Activities - Day 23

Visit Shanghai Museum, home to a world-class collection of ancient Chinese art. Tour individual
galleries devoted to such items as sculpture, bronze, ceramics, jade, coins, Ming and Qing Dynasty

furniture, paintings, and calligraphy. Stop at the gift shop on your way out.

Yuyuan Garden 40CNY

Explore this tranquil, 400-year-old, five-acre garden. Climb to the top of the Rockery to see the
greenery from above. Check out the Jade Rock and watch the swarms of fish swim around in the
ponds. With multiple pavilions and halls there is plenty to see. Depending on when you visit there may
be flower shows or tea ceremonies in the area. Opt to visit the bustling bazaar located outside the

gardens and hone your bargaining skills.



Shanghai

Depart at any time.

We highly recommend post-accommodation to fully experience all Shanghai has to offer.

@ Today’s Activities
Departure Day

Not ready to leave? Your CEO can help with travel arrangements to extend your adventure.

What’s included

Your Welcome Moment: Meet Your CEO DMZ visit

and Group
City tour of Gyeongju

Your Local Living Moment: Overnightin
Mount Kdya Temple, Kéyasan Yangdong Folk Village visit

Your Local Living Moment: Overnight Haedong Yonggungsa Temple Visit

Temple Stay, Busan
City tour of Busan

Your Discover Moment: Shanghai
Great Wall excursion

Hiroshima Peace Park and Museum visit
Tiananmen Square and Forbidden City

Miyajima excursion with floating torii gate guided tour
visit
Terracotta Warriors tour

Nijo Castle and gardens visit (Kyoto)
Master of the Nets Garden visit

Gion walk
Shanghai orientation walk

Fushimi Inari shrine visit
Chinese acrobat performance

Lake Ashino-ko boat ride (Hakone)
Japan Rail (JR) pass (7 days)

Traditional ryokan stay with kaiseki meal
Internal flights

City tour of Seoul



All transport between destinations and to/ from included activities

What are the main highlights of this trip?

Stay overnight in a temple on top of Mt Koya, See Miyajima's floating torii gate, Visit the Demilitarized Zone between

North and South Korea, Walk along the Great Wall of China, Explore Shanghai's famed Bund waterfront.

What are the main highlights of this trip?

Stay overnight in a temple on top of Mt Koya, See Miyajima's floating torii gate, Visit the Demilitarized Zone between

North and South Korea, Walk along the Great Wall of China, Explore Shanghai's famed Bund waterfront.

Is there a disclaimer | should read before booking this trip?

The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided in good faith. However it is
subject to change, and does not form part of the contract between the client and the operator. The itinerary featured is
correct at time of printing. It may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we
make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. Sometimes it can be a small
change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes the change may result in us altering the tour for the
coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is
usually released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may find there have been

some changes to the itinerary.

VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you view a final copy of your Trip Details a couple of days prior to travel, in case

there have been changes that affect your plans.

Is there a travel disclaimer for my itinerary | should review
before booking this trip?

While it is our intention to adhere to the route described below, there is a certain amount of flexibility built into the
itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary, or desirable to make alterations. The itinerary is brief, as we never know
exactly where our journey will take us. Due to our style of travel and the regions we visit, travel can be unpredictable. The
Trip Details document is a general guide to the tour and region and any mention of specific destinations or wildlife is by
no means a guarantee that they will be visited or encountered. Aboard expedition trips visits to research stations

depend on final permission.

Additionally, any travel times listed are approximations only and subject to vary due to local circumstances.



What important notes should | be aware of before the trip?

1. Combo Trip
Please note that this tour combines with other G Adventures tours. As such, the staff and some travel companions on
your tour may have previously been traveling together with G Adventures, prior to Day 1 of your tour. Likewise, some staff

and travel companions may be continuing together on another G Adventures tour, after your trip concludes.

2. Japan Rail Pass
Please note that only foreigners traveling as a tourist are able to use a Japan Rail Pass. If you are a Japanese citizen/
resident or traveling on a student/business/military/diplomatic visa, please advise us at time of booking as you will not

be able to take advantage of the rail pass.

3. Tattoos
Tattoos are not common or widely accepted in Japan. There is no cause for concern, but do your best to cover your

tattoos when possible and note that you may not be permitted to enter public spas or onsens (hot springs).

What is the group leader like?

All G Adventures group trips are accompanied by one of our Chief Experience Officers (CEO). The aim of the CEQO is to
take the hassle out of your travels and to help you have the best trip possible. They will provide information on the places
you are travelling through, offer suggestions for things to do and see, recommend great local eating venues and
introduce you to our local friends. While not being guides in the traditional sense you can expect them to have a broad
general knowledge of the countries visited on the trip, including historical, cultural, religious and social aspects. We also
use local guides where we think more specific knowledge will add to the enjoyment of the places we are visiting - we think
it's the best of both worlds.

How large will the group be?

Max 15.

What meals are included in this trip?

9 breakfasts, 3 dinners



What are the meals like on this trip?

Eating is a big part of traveling. G Adventures understands the importance of breakfast to start your day, we strive to
include a basic breakfast wherever possible. Included breakfasts will usually be asian style consisting of noodles or
congee (rice porridge) or bread and eggs. Vegetarians will be able to find a range of different foods, although in some

areas the choice maybe limited. Should breakfast not be included, your CEO can suggest some local options.

Travelling with G Adventures you experience the vast array of wonderful food that is available out in the world. Generally
meals are not included in the trip price when there is a choice of eating options, to give you the maximum flexibility in
deciding where, what and with whom to eat. It also gives you more budgeting fiexibility, though generally food is cheap.
Our groups tend to eat together to enable you to taste a larger variety of dishes and enjoy each other's company. There
is no obligation to do this though. Your CEO will be able to suggest favourite restaurants during your trip. While trekking

in remote regions food is included, plentiful and made of fresh local ingredients.

For all trips please refer to the meals included and budget information for included meals and meal budgets.

What are the modes of transportation on my trip?

Bullet train, tram, ferry, public bus, private vehicle, train, subway/metro, plane, walking.

What transportation will we take on this trip?

On our tours in Japan we use public transport, making use of Japan's world famous transport system. From the super

fast Shinkansen Bullet Train to Kyoto's extensive local bus network, we ride with the locals.

Are local flights included in the cost of the trip?

All local flights are included in the cost of your tour unless otherwise noted. It is important that we have your passport
information at the time of booking in order to process these tickets. Internal flight tickets are issued locally and will be

given to you prior to the flight departure.

Is there an extra cost for travelling solo?

We believe single travellers should not have to pay more to travel so our group trips are designed for shared
accommodation and do not involve a single supplement. Single travellers joining group trips are paired in twin or multi-
share accommodation with someone of the same sex for the duration of the trip. Some of our Independent trips are

designed differently and single travellers on these itineraries must pay the single trip price.

Where will we stay during the trip?

Hotels (20 nts), mountain monastery (1 nt, shared facilities), traditional inn (1 nt, shared facilities), temple (1 nt, multi-

share).



Will I get my own room?

Please note that if you have booked the "My Own Room" option for this tour, you will receive your own single room for all

night stops

Do any exceptions apply to Rooming or “My Own Room” on my
tour?

Day 1-9 (Japan portion of the trip), Busan (overnight temple stay), Suzhou (overnight train)

What kind of accommodation can | expect on this trip?

JAPAN: Japan is one of the most populous countries in the world and space is at a premium. Therefore, hotels rooms are
small! Additionally, many Japanese hotels do not have designated non-smoking rooms. Therefore, we ask hotels to

deoderise rooms before check in.

Ryokan are traditional inns found across Japan. Featuring tatami floors (soft mats of woven straw), futon beds,
Japanese-style baths, cotton kimono (casual robe worn to lounge around or to head to the bath), and elaborate meals
(often served in the comfort of your own room), a ryokan is the perfect place to experience traditional customs and
hospitality. As ryokan are usually top tier accommodations, most guests stay only one night, often to celebrate a special
occasion or holiday. Don’t be intimidated by the formalities inherent to a stay at a ryokan, your hosts will welcome you
the same way they do all their guests. Have fun and enjoy this relaxing opportunity to learn more about Japan’s unique

customs.

Minshuku are Japan’s answer to the Western bed and breakfast. Similar to ryokan, they have traditional features like
tatami floors, futon beds, and Japanese-style baths. Minshuku are often family-run, and as such they offer a great
opportunity to interact with local people and learn more about the nation’s customs. More affordable and simpler than
ryokan, minshuku tend to have smaller guestrooms, shared bathroom facilities, and any included meals (traditional,

local, and delicious) are served in a communal dining room.

Please note that some of the traditional Japanese inns used on this tour only offer shared bathing facilities. This means
that individual shower stalls will not be available, instead several shower stations are available in an open, same-sex
bathing area. Shared bathhouses and onsen (hot springs) are an essential part of Japan’s culture, traditionally serving

as a place for men or women to gather, relax, and discuss the days happenings.

What is the joining hotel?

For details of your joining hotel please refer to your tour voucher, G Account, the G Adventures App or contact your

travel agent.



What are the joining instructions?

For details of your joining hotel please refer to your tour voucher, G Account, the G Adventures App or contact your

travel agent. To get from Kansai Intl Airport (KIX) to our commonly used joining hotels:

First, get some cash.
After passing through the customs, stop by a bank counter or an ATM machine on the first floor to get some Japanese

Yen. This may be your last chance to exchange cash easily in Japan as only certain banks do currency exchange.

To get to the IBIS Styles Osaka:

From Kansai Airport, you can take a train called Nankai Airport Express for Namba, and it takes 47 mintues and train
ticket costs 920JPY.

Once you are Namba , you can either take a taxi for 5mins, or walk 15mins from exit14.

From Kansai Intl Airport (KIX) to Namba:

First, get some cash.

After passing through the customs, stop by a bank counter or an ATM machine on the first floor to get some Japanese
Yen. This may be your last chance to exchange cash easily in Japan as only certain banks do currency exchange.
Airport Limousine Bus

Buses run twice hourly to the Namba OCAT bus station near your hotel. Journey time is 48 minutes and costs 1050 Yen.
The bus departs from Stop 11 at the International Arrival Lobby on the first floor of the airport. Tickets for buses can be
purchased from vending machines located near the bus stops.

http://www.kate.co.jp/pc/e_time_table/e_ocat.html

See the instructions below about getting to the hotel from Namba station.

Nankai Line Train

The Nankai Line runs extremely regular trains to Namba station.

1. Follow the sign "Railways" to the second floor, exit the terminal building, then cross the pedestrian bridge outside to
walk into Kansai Airport Station.

2. Go to Nankai Railways counters #1-3 under the orange sign "Ltd. Exp. Rapi:t Reservation Tickets and General Tickets"
on your left.

3. Purchase a ticket for the next Rapi:t (pronounced 'rapeet’) or Airport Express to Namba. The ticket costs 1390Yen for
Rap:t (44min) or 890Yen for Airport Express (38min) .

4. Go through a gate under the orange sign, which says "Nankai" by inserting the ticket into the gate. Retrieve the ticket,
which will be returned to you at the other side of the gate. You will need it when leaving the Railway.

5. Go down to a platform, and get on the train. The seats are reserved on the Rap:t and non reserved on the Airport

Express. The departure time, car number and the seat number are written on the ticket.
From Osaka International Airport to Namba:

First, get some cash. After passing through the customs, stop by a bank counter or an ATM machine on the first floor to
get some Japanese Yen. This may be your last chance to exchange cash easily in Japan as only certain banks do

currency exchange.

Airport Limousine Bus

Buses run every 20 minutes (from 7:45 to 21:20) to the Namba Subway Station near your hotel. Journey time is



approximately 35 minutes and costs 640 JPY.
The bus departs from Stop 10 at the International Arrival Lobby on the first floor of the airport. Tickets for buses can be
purchased from vending machines located near the bus stops.

https://www.okkbus.co.jp/timetable/N/#from
Once at the Namba subway station, you can take a short taxi (approximately 5 minutes) to the Hotel Ibis Styles Osaka.

Please note that Day 1is an arrival day and no activities have been planned for that day other then your welcome
meeting in the evening, so you can arrive at any time. Similarly the last day is a departure day during which no activities

have been planned.

A G Adventures Representative will organize a short meeting soon after arrival, during which you will meet other tour
participants and receive information about general and specific aspects of the trip. A welcome note will be left for you in
the hotel so you have all the necessary information regarding the meeting time and your transfer times back to the
airport the next day. If you arrive late, s/he will leave you a message detailing what time and where you should meet the

next morning.

What happens if | experience problems when arriving?

We don't expect any problems, and nor should you, but if for any reason you are unable to commence your trip as
scheduled, please refer to the emergency contact details provided in this dossier and contact us as soon as possible. If
you have a pre-booked transfer, and you have not made contact with our representative within 30 minutes of clearing
customs and immigration, we recommend that you make your own way to the Starting Point hotel, following the Joining

Instructions. Please apply to your travel agent on your return for a refund of the transfer cost if this occurs.



Who should | contact in case of an emergency?

Should you need to contact us during a situation of dire need, it is best to first call either the G Adventures Local
Representative (if one is listed below) or our G Adventures Local Office. If for any reason you do not receive an immediate
answer, please leave a detailed message and contact information, so they may return your call and assist you as soon

as possible.
EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS - JAPAN

During office hours, Mon-Fri (Excluding national holidays) 9:00-18:00 Local Time
From outside Japan: 1st contact +813-6659-9074 (2nd contact +8180 6779 1851)
From within Japan: 1st contact +813-6659-9074 (2nd contact +8180 6779 1851)

After office hours emergency number:
Primary phone: +8180 6779 1851 (from within Japan: 080 6779 1851)

If you are unable for any reason to contact our local office, please call the numbers listed below which will connect you

directly with our Sales team who will happily assist you. Hours of operation by region can be found here.

Toll-free, North America only: 1888 800 4100

Calls from UK: 0344 272 0000

Calls from Germany: 0800 365 1000

Calls from Australia: 1300 796 618

Calls from New Zealand: 0800 333 307

Outside North America, Australia, New Zealand, Germany and the UK: +1 416 260 0999

Are there any additional packing suggestions | should consider?

We suggest that you pack as lightly as possible as you are expected to carry your own luggage. Our trips use public
transport and most transport has limited luggage storage space. You will also be walking with your luggage in busy
public train stations to catch connecting trains, so it is highly recommended that you travel light and have easy to

handle luggage and are capable of walking up and down the stairs with your luggage without any assistance.

We recommend keeping the weight of your bags between 10-15kg/22-30Ib. Suitcases are not recommended for G
Adventures trips. Most travellers carry a backpack or rolling bag of small to medium size. A large bag will be an
inconvenience to you and will slow you down! You will also need a day-pack/rucksack to carry daily essentials like water,

cameras, passport, i-pods etc.

What should be on my packing list?

Health & Safety:
Face masks (Clients will be only Pen (Please bring your own pen
be required to wear a face mask for filling out documents.)

where it is mandated by local

regulations.)

Hand sanitizer


https://www.gadventures.com/contact-us/

When can | do my laundry on this trip?

Laundry facilities are offered by some of our hotels but this is very expensive. Your leader can show you self service coin
laundries in larger cities. There will be times when you may want to or have to do your own laundry so we suggest you

bring non-polluting/biodegradable soap.

What are the visas and entry requirements for my trip?

All countries require a valid passport (with a minimum 6 months validity). Contact your local embassy or consulate for
the most up-to-date visa requirements, or see your travel agent. It is your own responsibility to have the correct travel
documentation. Visa requirements for your trip will vary depending on where you are from and where you are going. We
keep the following information up to date as far as possible, but rules do change and sometimes without warning. While
we provide the following information in good faith, it is vital that you check the information yourself and understand that

you are fully responsible for your own visa requirements.

Visa information specific to your destination and nationality can be found in our Important Pre-Departure Information

page here

Where can | read detailed notes about this trip?

Travel in Asia generally is fast and efficient, however please be aware that English is still not widely spoken, however a lot
of patience, a sense of humour and a respect for the local culture goes a long way in any Asian country and will greatly

enrich your experience.

CHINA: China has emerged as a great tourist destination in the last ten years and is an intriguing and rewarding
destination to visit. Developing at a fast rate, travel is becoming easier for foreigners but please be aware that English is
still not widely spoken outside the large cities and that accommodation, toilet facilities and some transportation is not
yet at the same level as you would expect in developed countries. If you are able to bring with you a lot of patience, a
great sense of humour and a willingness to try and interact with the local people, your travel experience wil be greatly

enhanced.

Due to Internet restrictions, some popular websites and applications - including social media sites like Facebook and
email services like Gmail - may not work in China. If you think these restrictions may affect you, we suggest you do
research before your departure in order to be prepared. Bear in mind the availability of websites and apps can change

without notice at any time.

What should | consider when planning my personal expenses
and discretionary spending for this itinerary?

Every traveller is different and therefore spending money requirements will vary. Some travellers may drink more than
others while other travellers like to purchase more souvenirs than most. Please consider your own spending habits when
it comes to allowing for drinks, shopping and tipping. Please also remember the following specific recommendations

when planning your trip.


https://www.gadventures.com/travel-resources/prepare-for-your-tour/

What should | know about currency, credit cards, and
exchanging money while on this tour?

As currency exchange rates in Asia fluctuate often we ask that you refer to the following website for daily exchange

rates: www.xe.com.

Every Post Office and 7-11 Convenience store has an ATM machine that accepts Visa, Mastercard and Debit Cards. At

times, Maestro/Master Card/Cirrus have been problematic at these machines, so please bring a back-up card.

Credit Cards should not be relied upon for purchases as they are not widely accepted, except in some restaurants and
department stores. Money can be exchanged at Post Offices and some banks and hotels in major cities, however it can
be a very slow

process.

CHINA: Cash (Chinese Yuan) is the best method of money in China. There are some ATM machines at international
airports and major cities that accept Visa and debit cards but these should not be relied on as a source of funds. We
recommend the use of cash and traveller's cheques in major currencies (USD, CAD, GBP, EUR, AUD, HKD) as a backup.
Major credit cards are accepted in a few shops (except for AMEX and Diner's) but they may charge a 2-4% transaction

fee.

How much emergency money should | bring on this trip?

Please also make sure you have access to at least an additional USD $200 (or equivalent) as an 'emergency' fund, to be
used when circumstances outside our control (ex. a natural disaster) require a change to our planned route. This is a

rare occurrence!

Do | need to pay a departure tax?

Departure Tax is included in all International and Domestic tickets.



Should I be tipping on my trip?

Traditionally tipping is not practiced in Japan, Korea or China. Leaving money at restaurants, in taxis etc will simply
cause confusion! There is no need to tip in restaurants and your general interaction with locals; however, tipping is
customary - though not compulsory - in the tourism industry and not only shows an expression of satisfaction it may
also be of considerable significance to the people who will take care of you during your travels. There are times during
the trip where there is opportunity to tip the local guides or drivers we use. You may do this individually, or your CEO may

offer to collect the money and tip as a group.

Recommendations for tipping drivers and local guides would range from 1to 3 USD per person per day depending on
the quality and length of the service; ask your CEO for specific recommendations based on the circumstances and
culture. A suggestion would be for each group member to contribute anonymously by putting their tip into an envelope.
This often works the best and the group as a whole should gather to present the gift to the recipient(s), offering their
thanks and showing their appreciation. This method brings the action out into the open, allowing for a friendly and

appreciative interaction between the group and the recipient(s).

Also at the end of each trip if you felt your CEO did an outstanding job, tipping is highly appreciated. The amount is

entirely a personal preference, however as a guideline $5 USD per person, per day can be used.



What activities are optional on this trip?

Miyajima

Mt. Misen Visit (Free-1840JPY

per person)

Kyoto

Zen Gardens of Ryoan-ji
(500JPY per person)

Tokyo
Ginza Shopping (Free)

Imperial Palace East Gardens

Walk (Free)

Asakusa

Senso-ji Temple Visit (Free)

Seoul

Jump Show (Comic Martial Arts

Show) (50000KRW per person)
Gwangjang Market Visit

Seoul Museum of History Visit

(Free)

Nanta Show (Seoul)
(50000KRW per person)

Gyeongju-si

Daereungwon Tomb Complex

(3000KRW per person)

Anapji Pond (3000KRW per

person)

Busan

Busan Tower Observatory
(12000KRW per person)

Ueno Park Visit (Free)

Meiji Shrine (Meiji JingQ) Visit
(Free-1000JPY per person)

Kimchi & Hanbok Experience

(25-89USD per person)

I[taewon Neighbourhood Visit
(Free)

The War Memorial Hall of Korea

(Free)

Floating Island Visit

Cheomseongdae Observatory

(Free)

Bike Rental - Gyeongju
(5000KRW per person)

N Seoul Tower Observatory

(16000KRW per person)

Banpo Bridge Rainbow

Fountain (Free)

Gangnam District Visit



Beijing
The Pearl Market (Free)

Drum and Bell Tower Visit
(30CNY per person)

Mutianyu

Toboggan at Great Wall
(100-140CNY per person)

Cable Car at Great Wall
(100-140CNY per person)

Xi'an

Cycling Xi'an City Walls
(45-45CNY per person)

Bell and Drum Towers - Xi'an
(50CNY per person)

Shanghai

Shanghai Museum (Free)

Yuyuan Garden (40CNY per

person)

Big Goose Pagoda Visit (60CNY

per person)

Muslim Quarter Visit

The Great Mosque (25CNY per

person)



What do | need to know to about safety and security on my trip?

Many national governments provide a regularly updated advice service on safety issues involved with international
travel. We recommend that you check your government's advice for their latest travel information before departure. We
strongly recommend the use of a neck wallet or money belt while travelling, for the safe keeping of your passport, air
tickets, travellers' cheques, cash and other valuable items. Leave your valuable jewelery at home - you won't need it while
travelling. Many of the hotels we use have safety deposit boxes, which is the most secure way of storing your valuables.
A lock is recommended for securing your luggage. When travelling on a group trip, please note that your group leader
has the authority to amend or cancel any part of the trip itinerary if it deemed necessary, due to safety concerns. Your
Chief Experience Officer (CEO) will accompany you on all included activities. During your trip you will have some free
time to pursue your own interests, relax and take it easy and explore at your leisure. While your CEO will assist you with
options available in a given location, please note that any optional activities you undertake are not part of your itinerary,
and we offer no representations about the safety of the activity or the standard of the operators running them. Please
use your own good judgement when selecting an activity in your free time. Although the cities visited on tour are
generally safe during the day, there can be risks to wandering throughout any major city at night. It is our

recommendation to stay in small groups and to take taxis to and from restaurants, or during night time excursions.

Water based activities have an element of danger and excitement built into them. We recommend only participating in
water based activities when accompanied by a guide(s). We make every reasonable effort to ensure the fun and
adventurous element of any water based activities (in countries with varying degrees of operating standards), have a
balanced approach to safety. It is our policy not to allow our CEOs to make arrangements on your behalf for water

based activities that are not accompanied by guide(s).

Swimming, including snorkeling, is always at your own risk. Read more about travel safety for ways to further enhance

your personal safety while traveling.

What rules should | know before joining this trip?

lllegal drugs will not be tolerated on any trips. Possessing or using drugs not only contravenes the laws of the land but
also puts the rest of the group at risk. Smoking marijuana and opium is a part of local culture in some parts of the world
but is not acceptable for our travellers. Our philosophy of travel is one of respect towards everyone we encounter and in
particular the local people who make the world the special place it is. The exploitation of people in the sex trade is
completely contrary to this philosophy. Our CEOs have the right to expel any member of the group if drugs are found in

their possession or if they utilize the services of paid sex workers, in any capacity.

Is travel insurance required for my trip?

Travel insurance is compulsory in order to participate on any of our trips. When travelling on a group trip, you will not be
permitted to join the group until evidence of travel insurance has been sighted by your leader, who will take note of your
insurance details. When selecting a travel insurance policy we require that at a minimum you are covered for medical
expenses including emergency evacuation and repatriation. A minimum coverage of USD200,000 is required. We
strongly recommmend that the policy also covers personal liability, cancellation, curtailment and loss of luggage and
personal effects. Some tours include adventure activities that require extra coverage (e.g. crampon use); please review
your itinerary and make sure that you are covered for all included activities. If you have credit card insurance we require
proof of purchase of the trip (a receipt of credit card statement) with a credit card in your name. Contact your bank for

details of their participating insurer, the level of coverage and emergency contact telephone number.


https://www.gadventures.com/travel-resources/safety//

What is Planeterra?

Planeterra International Foundation is a non-profit organization committed to turning travel into impact by helping local
communities earn an income from tourism. Planeterra connects underserved local communities to the benefits of
tourism by developing and supporting small community-owned businesses. These businesses support Indigenous
people, empower women, grant youth access to employment opportunities, and protect the environment. Planeterra
also works to ensure these businesses have a thriving customer base by integrating their projects into G Adventures’
itineraries globally.

G Adventures is Planeterra’s largest corporate donor, covering all operating costs, so 100% of your donation will bring

opportunity to people in need.

G Adventures Dollar-a-day Program - Make Every Day Count - Turn your travel into impact with Planeterra Foundation.

Did you know? Most communities around the world do not benefit from tourism. Give back to the places you visit on

your travels by creating opportunities for local people to earn an income, and protect the environment.

Make every day count by donating $1/day for the length of your trip, and join us in empowering the communities you will

visit when you travel. 100% of your donation goes directly to Planeterra projects.

How should I dress to respect local customs during the tour?

In Asia the dress standard is more conservative than it is back home. When packing try to pick loose, lightweight, long
clothing that will keep you cool in the usually hot and humid climate of Asian summers. In predominately Buddhist
countries we ask that you dress respectfully and avoid very short shorts/skirts and singlets/tank tops when visiting

temples or other holy sites.

How can | share feedback about my trip experience?

Earn 5% off your next G Adventures Tour (up to $S100 USD)*

After your travels, we want to hear from you! Your feedback information is so important to us and to thank you for your
time, we are pleased to offer a 5% discount (up to a maximum of $100 USD) off your next G Adventures holiday. All you
need to do is submit the form within 4 weeks of the completion of your tour, and you'll be able to join the thousands of

travellers who have taken 2, 3, 4 or even 10 or more tours with us!

Discount cannot be combined with other offers or applied to 'Independent’ style trips. Maximum discount value is $S100
USD (or equivalent currency). Valid for new bookings only. G Adventures reserves the right to withdraw or modify this

offer at any time without notice. Limited to one discount per person.

Does G Adventures have an email newsletter | can subscribe to?

Our adventure travel e-newsletter is full of travel news, trip information, interesting stories and contests. To avoid missing

out on special offers and updates from G Adventures, subscribe at www.godventuresicom/newsletters/

Stay current on how our company invests in our global community through our foundation - Planeterra. Sign up for

Planeterra's monthly news to learn more about how to give back and support the people and places we love to visit.



https://planeterra.org/
https://www.gadventures.com/subscriptions/newsletters/
http://letsgo.gadventures.com/Planeterra-Consumers_Planeterra-Newsletter-Signup-Page.html

How old must | be to join this trip?

You must be 18 to travel unaccompanied on a G Adventures tour. For minors travelling with a guardian over 21 years old,

the minimum age is 12.

Are international flights included in this trip?

No, international flights are generally not included in the price of your tour.

However, on some combo tours travelling between two different countries, international flights are included as part of

the itinerary and price of the tour. Please speak to your GCO or booking agent for further details.

In addition, check-in times and baggage allowances/restrictions vary by airline and can change at any time. For the
most up-to-date information for your flight, please contact your airline. We recommend checking in online in advance to

avoid potential delays at the airport.

What should LGBTQ+ travellers know about safety and travel
considerations on this trip?

The safety and well-being of all of our travelers is a priority at G Adventures and that includes our travelers who identify
as part of the LGBTQ+ community. We recognize that there are specific concerns and questions you may have about
your adventure in terms of safety and security. We encourage you to visit our LGBTQ+ page for useful resources to
ensure you feel safe and comfortable throughout the duration of your trip. The Equaldex tool linked on this page can be

of particular help when deciding where you may want to visit next.

Dossier Disclaimer

The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided in good faith. However it is
subject to change, and does not form part of the contract between the client and the operator. The itinerary featured is
correct at time of printing. It may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we
make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. Sometimes it can be a small
change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes the change may result in us altering the tour for the
coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is
usually released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may find there have been

some changes to the itinerary.

VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review a couple of days prior to

travel, in case there have been changes that affect your plans.


https://www.gadventures.com/about-us/lgbtq-travel/

Itinerary Disclaimer

While it is our intention to adhere to the route described below, there is a certain amount of fiexibility built into the
itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary, or desirable to make alterations. The itinerary is brief, as we never know
exactly where our journey will take us. Due to our style of travel and the regions we visit, travel can be unpredictable. The
Trip Details document is a general guide to the tour and region and any mention of specific destinations or wildlife is by
no means a guarantee that they will be visited or encountered. Aboard expedition trips visits to research stations

depend on final permission.

Additionally, any travel times listed are approximations only and subject to vary due to local circumstances.
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