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W H AT ’ S  I N C LU D E D

The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided in good faith. However it is

subject to change, and does not form part of the contract between the client and G Adventures. The itinerary featured is

correct at time of printing. It may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we

make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. Sometimes it can be a small

change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes the change may result in us altering the tour for the

coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is

usually released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may find there have been

some changes to the itinerary. 

VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review a couple of days prior to travel,

in case there have been changes that affect your plans. 

Your G for Good Moment: Amani ya Juu

Workshop and Lunch, Nairobi 

Your Welcome Moment: Meet Your

Expedition Leader and Group, Nairobi 

Your Welcome Moment: Safari Drive

and Sunset Experience, Samburu Game

Reserve 

Signature Moment: Reteti Elephant

Sanctuary, Samburu Game Reserve 

Arrival transfer

Welcome Dinner

Internal flight from Nairobi to Samburu

Morning and afternoon wildlife safari

drives in Samburu National Reserve

over multiple days

Samburu sunset experience

Stargazing excursion in Samburu

National Reserve

Internal flight from Samburu to the

Maasai Mara

Morning and afternoon wildlife safari

drives in Maasai Mara National Reserve

over multiple days

Farewell dinner

Departure Transfer

Engaging Discussions with the National

Geographic Expert Throughout

Porterage at hotels and when getting

on and off of vehicles

Tips are included for all activities, meals

and porterage, except for your

Expedition Leader

All transport between destinations and

to/from included activities



VALIDITY: Valid for all trips departing July 2nd, 2026 and onwards 

I T I N E R A RY

NOTE: Accommodations vary per

departure and are subject to

change until tour start date; they

are not final and should be used as

examples only. Travellers may login

to the G Adventures App to view

accommodations specific to their

departure. 



Day 1  N A I R O B I  

Welcome to Kenya. Your expedition begins in Nairobi, where the energy of a bustling city meets the

edge of the wild. You will be met upon arrival and transferred directly to your hotel to unwind. Take

this evening to rest and settle into the rhythms of East Africa, letting the anticipation build for the

wildlife encounters and cultural connections that await you.

A C C O M M O D AT I O N

Argyle Grand Hotel (or similar) Hotel

 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

Arrival Day  Nairobi   

The adventure begins tomorrow. Feel free to explore on your own before your welcome meeting on the

morning of day two. Check for the meeting time in the welcome note at the hotel.

Arrival Transfer  Nairobi  15m  6km   

You will be met at the airport and transferred to the hotel to start your adventure.



Day 2  N A I R O B I / S A M B U R U  G A M E  R E S E R V E  

Gather for a welcome breakfast to meet your National Geographic Expedition Leader, National

Geographic Expedition Expert and fellow travellers. Next, board a short flight over the sweeping,

rugged landscape to the Kalama airstrip in Samburu. After checking into your lodge and enjoying

lunch, enjoy an insightful presentation over high tea. As the heat of the afternoon fades, embark on

your first wildlife safari drive. Search for majestic elephants and lions, keeping a keen eye for the rare

species that call this rugged northern frontier home. Watch the sun dip low, painting the sky in deep

shades of crimson and orange, before gathering for a spectacular welcome dinner under a canopy of

stars.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

A C C O M M O D AT I O N

Soroi Larsens Camp (or similar) Lodge

Sitting directly on the Ewaso Nyiro River, Soroi Larsens Camp pairs classic Samburu safari

heritage with eco-conscious design. Riverfront suites feature private terraces with outdoor

showers and star beds, providing front-row views of elephants and the region's famed 'Special

Five'. Guests can plunge into the infinity pool beneath the African skyline, watch wildlife from a

photography hide, or enjoy a customized spa treatment amidst the wild.

 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

ACTIVITY   

Your opportunity to meet your Expedition Leader and fellow travellers, and learn more about your tour.

Don't forget to see the notice in the lobby (or ask reception) for the official time and place to meet up

with the group this morning.

Private Vehicle  Nairobi  30m  14km   

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

Plane  Nairobi – Samburu Game Reserve  1h   

Depart on your flight from Wilson Airport, crossing the Equator to Northern Kenya's remote Samburu

Kalama Airstrip.



Private Vehicle  Samburu Game Reserve  1h  28km   

Settle in and scan the scenery from the convenience of a private vehicle.

ACTIVITY   

Explore Samburu’s dramatic red-earth wilderness in the late afternoon, tracking iconic wildlife through

the sun-baked terrain.



Day 3  S A M B U R U  G A M E  R E S E R V E  

Wake to the early morning calls of the wild before departing for Reteti Elephant Sanctuary — the

world's first Indigenous-owned African elephant sanctuary. Photographer and National Geographic

Explorer Ami Vitale has documented Reteti's pioneering community-led conservation model for

global audiences, and today you experience it firsthand. Meet a researcher to learn about the

sanctuary's vital work, then witness a private feeding session with rescued calves. Savour a picnic

lunch near the sanctuary before an afternoon safari drive back to the lodge, tracking elephants and

leopards through the brush.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

A C C O M M O D AT I O N

Soroi Larsens Camp (or similar) Lodge

Sitting directly on the Ewaso Nyiro River, Soroi Larsens Camp pairs classic Samburu safari

heritage with eco-conscious design. Riverfront suites feature private terraces with outdoor

showers and star beds, providing front-row views of elephants and the region's famed 'Special

Five'. Guests can plunge into the infinity pool beneath the African skyline, watch wildlife from a

photography hide, or enjoy a customized spa treatment amidst the wild.



 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

Safari Vehicle  Samburu Game Reserve  2h-3h  95km   

On your journey to the Reteti Elephant Sanctuary, transition from a relaxed wildlife drive into a scenic

and culturally rich off-road expedition that passes through traditional Samburu Maasai villages.

ACTIVITY   

Meet a researcher at the Reteti Visitor Centre before viewing a private feeding session. Highlighting the

meaningful work of Reteti’s passionate team of Samburu keepers, researchers, and rangers, the centre

is also a testimony to generations of coexistence between the area’s Indigenous people and the wildlife

with whom they share this land.

Safari Vehicle  Samburu Game Reserve  2h-3h  95km   

Take in the savanna scenery as you make your way back to the lodge.



Day 4  S A M B U R U  G A M E  R E S E R V E  

Set off on an early morning safari drive as the wilderness awakens, stopping to scan the brush for

unique wildlife. Return to the lodge for a hot breakfast, followed by a quiet morning at leisure to soak

in the serene surroundings. After lunch and high tea, return to the savanna for an afternoon wildlife

drive. Pause as the shadows lengthen to enjoy private sundowner drinks, watching the landscape turn

to gold. After dinner, a resident naturalist guides you to a special clearing to decode the night sky,

revealing how the Maasai and Samburu use constellations as a living calendar.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

A C C O M M O D AT I O N

Soroi Larsens Camp (or similar) Lodge

Sitting directly on the Ewaso Nyiro River, Soroi Larsens Camp pairs classic Samburu safari

heritage with eco-conscious design. Riverfront suites feature private terraces with outdoor

showers and star beds, providing front-row views of elephants and the region's famed 'Special

Five'. Guests can plunge into the infinity pool beneath the African skyline, watch wildlife from a

photography hide, or enjoy a customized spa treatment amidst the wild.

 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

Morning Safari Drive  Samburu Game Reserve  3h   

Set out at dawn across acacia-dotted plains to track iconic wildlife. Keep your binoculars ready to spot

grazing elephants, migrating wildebeest, and stealthy predators at their most active. Experience East

Africa’s raw, untamed beauty firsthand.

Afternoon Safari Drive  Samburu Game Reserve  2h-3h   

Venture into the rugged expanses of Samburu as the midday heat gives way to a gentle, golden light.

Scan the Ewaso Ng’iro River banks and thornbush scrub for Northern Kenya’s rare "Samburu Special

Five"—including reticulated giraffes and Grevy’s zebras. Watch predators emerge from the shade as you

immerse yourself in an untamed, dramatic landscape rarely touched by crowds.

Stargazing  Samburu Game Reserve  45m   



Gather beneath a canopy of stars as your resident naturalist guides you through the celestial wonders

adorning the Samburu sky. Decode the ancient "living calendar" of the wilderness, learning how

Northern Kenya’s indigenous communities have long used these constellations to navigate the rugged

landscapes.

Day 5  S A M B U R U  G A M E  R E S E R V E /M A S A I  M A R A  

Enjoy breakfast at the lodge before boarding a flight to the legendary Maasai Mara National Reserve.

Transfer to your new lodge, where lunch awaits. In the afternoon, attend high tea before setting out

into the Maasai Mara for a thrilling afternoon safari drive. Feel the gentle breeze across the open

grasslands and listen to the distant wildlife as you track the great herds before returning to the lodge

for a refined dinner.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

A C C O M M O D AT I O N

Fairmont Mara Safari Club (or similar) Lodge

 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

Private Vehicle  Samburu Game Reserve  1h  28km   

Take in the rolling grasslands from a private vehicle as you transfer from your Samburu lodge to the

Kalama Airstrip.

Plane  Samburu Game Reserve – Masai Mara  2h   

Depart Samburu on your AirKenya flight for the Maasai Mara National Reserve.

Afternoon Safari Drive  Masai Mara  2h-3h   

Venture into the Maasai Mara’s sweeping grasslands just as the afternoon heat begins to soften and

the savanna springs back to life. Scan the golden plains for grazing elephants, prides of lions, and

elusive leopards descending from acacia branches.



Day 6  M A S A I  M A R A  

Venture out on a morning safari drive as the golden light of dawn washes over the endless plains.

Watch prides of lions stirring and herds of zebras moving across the savannah. Return to the lodge for

a restful midday break and a delicious lunch. In the afternoon, embark on another wildlife safari drive

through the reserve, scanning the horizon for cheetahs pacing through the tall grass or hippos

wallowing in the river channels. As dusk falls, return to the comfort of your lodge to share stories over

a beautifully prepared dinner.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

Morning Safari Drive  Masai Mara  3h   

Set out at first light across the golden, acacia-dotted savannas of the Maasai Mara to track legendary

wildlife. Raise your binoculars to scan sweeping grasslands for roaming elephant herds, wildebeest,

and prowling lions at their most active. Connect directly with the raw, untamed spirit of the Mara.

Bush Breakfast at Maasai Mara  Masai Mara  1h   

Savor an exclusive open-air breakfast served in the heart of the Maasai Mara, where the golden

savanna is your dining room. Toast the sunrise with freshly brewed Kenyan coffee as wildlife grazes in

the distance, elevating a classic safari tradition into an unforgettable, immersive encounter with nature.

Afternoon Safari Drive  Masai Mara  2h-3h   

Venture into the Maasai Mara’s sweeping grasslands just as the afternoon heat begins to soften and

the savanna springs back to life. Scan the golden plains for grazing elephants, prides of lions, and

elusive leopards descending from acacia branches.



Day 7  M A S A I  M A R A  

Savour coffee and fresh fruit before an early morning safari drive, capturing the wilderness at its most

active. Return to the lodge for a hot breakfast and a peaceful morning at leisure. During high tea,

reflect on the incredible wildlife and heritage uncovered. Embark on your final afternoon wildlife

safari drive in the Maasai Mara, soaking in the cinematic vistas of the acacia-dotted plains one last

time. Celebrate the end of your Kenyan safari with a festive farewell dinner at the lodge.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

Afternoon Safari Drive  Masai Mara  2h-3h   

Venture into the Maasai Mara’s sweeping grasslands just as the afternoon heat begins to soften and

the savanna springs back to life. Scan the golden plains for grazing elephants, prides of lions, and

elusive leopards descending from acacia branches.

Morning Safari Drive  Masai Mara  3h   

Set out at first light across the golden, acacia-dotted savannas of the Maasai Mara to track legendary

wildlife. Raise your binoculars to scan sweeping grasslands for roaming elephant herds, wildebeest,

and prowling lions at their most active. Connect directly with the raw, untamed spirit of the Mara.



Day 8  M A S A I  M A R A / N A I R O B I  

Enjoy breakfast before flying back to Nairobi. Upon arrival, transfer to Amani ya Juu, a remarkable

community social impact success story. Visit the workshop to see how local women achieve economic

independence by handcrafting beautiful, culturally symbolic textiles. Engage in warm conversation to

learn about their history and share a locally sourced lunch prepared by the community youth. For

those with late international departures, a day-use room is available to relax and refresh as you

prepare for your journey home.

Please do not book departing flights prior to 7:30PM.

 Meals included 

Breakfast | Lunch

 T O D AY ’ S  A C T I V I T I E S  

Plane  Masai Mara – Nairobi  1h30m   

Board your flight out of the Maasai Mara, bidding farewell to the savanna as you return to Nairobi.

ACTIVITY   

Step inside Amani ya Juu, a sanctuary where women from across post-colonial East Africa find safety,

empowerment, and economic independence through fair-trade entrepreneurship. Tour the vibrant

workshop to watch artisans transform local fabrics into culturally symbolic handicrafts. Conclude your

visit by sharing an authentic, locally sourced lunch prepared by community youth, engaging in

meaningful conversation that connects you to the resilient spirit of Nairobi.

What’s included

Your G for Good Moment: Amani ya Juu

Workshop and Lunch, Nairobi 

Your Welcome Moment: Meet Your

Expedition Leader and Group, Nairobi 



What are the main highlights of this trip? 

Visit the world's first Indigenous-owned elephant sanctuary — as documented by National Geographic, Spot incredible

wildlife across the vast plains of Samburu and the Maasai Mara, Discover the night sky’s mythologies during a

stargazing session with a naturalist, Enjoy a locally sourced lunch and connect with the inspiring women of Amani ya

Juu

What are the main highlights of this trip?

Visit the world's first Indigenous-owned elephant sanctuary — as documented by National Geographic, Spot incredible

wildlife across the vast plains of Samburu and the Maasai Mara, Discover the night sky’s mythologies during a

stargazing session with a naturalist, Enjoy a locally sourced lunch and connect with the inspiring women of Amani ya

Juu

Your Welcome Moment: Safari Drive and

Sunset Experience, Samburu Game

Reserve 

Signature Moment: Reteti Elephant

Sanctuary, Samburu Game Reserve 

Arrival transfer

Welcome Dinner

Internal flight from Nairobi to Samburu

Morning and afternoon wildlife safari

drives in Samburu National Reserve over

multiple days

Samburu sunset experience

Stargazing excursion in Samburu

National Reserve

Internal flight from Samburu to the Maasai

Mara

Morning and afternoon wildlife safari

drives in Maasai Mara National Reserve

over multiple days

Farewell dinner

Departure Transfer

Engaging Discussions with the National

Geographic Expert Throughout

Porterage at hotels and when getting on

and off of vehicles

Tips are included for all activities, meals

and porterage, except for your Expedition

Leader

All transport between destinations and to/

from included activities



Is there a travel disclaimer for my itinerary I should review before

booking this trip?

This compiled itinerary represents our thoughtfully designed plan, provided in good faith and correct at the time of

publication. However, to ensure we deliver the most rewarding experience possible, our itineraries remain dynamic; we

continuously refine our routes based on research, field insights, and guest feedback, meaning details may evolve

between the release of our annual directory and your departure. Flexibility is a cornerstone of our travel philosophy, and

while we intend to follow the path described, the nature of exploring unpredictable environments means alterations may

occur, and any mention of specific destinations or wildlife encounters cannot be guaranteed. We invite you to view these

travel times and details as an approximate guide rather than a strict contract, and we kindly ask that you review a final

copy of your Trip Details a few days prior to departure to ensure you have the most current information for your

upcoming expedition.

What is the role of the group leader during this trip?

Every National Geographic Signature departure is accompanied throughout by a dedicated National Geographic

Expedition Leader, whose purpose is to ensure a seamless experience so you can fully immerse yourself in the

destination. Your Expedition Leader offers deep insight into the landscapes you traverse, suggests enriching

independent activities, recommends exceptional local dining venues, and connects you with our community friends

along the way. Rather than acting as conventional guides, they possess a broad, sophisticated understanding of the

historical, cultural, religious, and social tapestry of the region. To offer the ultimate perspective, we complement their

expertise with specialist local guides whose deep regional knowledge adds profound depth to specific sites—delivering a

masterfully balanced exploration.

What is the maximum and typical number of participants on this

tour?

Max 18, avg. 12.

What meals are included in this trip?

7 breakfasts, 7 lunches, 6 dinners

What are the modes of transportation on my trip?

Private vehicle, plane, walking, open-air safari vehicle.



How will we travel between destinations?

Across the vast, sun-baked savannas of Africa, the line between a rugged journey and a front-row seat to the natural

world depends entirely on your vessel. For this expedition, the terrain is traversed in custom-engineered, private 7-seat

4x4 safari vehicles. Outfitted with expansive sliding windows and a signature large pop-up roof, these mechanical

beasts are meticulously designed to optimize wildlife viewing. To ensure both comfort and an intimate connection with

the landscape, occupancy is strictly capped at six explorers per vehicle, with larger expeditions utilizing a convoy of up

to three vehicles.

The African interior is a study in elemental extremes. The tracks beneath our wheels span the entire spectrum of terrain,

from newly paved stretches to deeply rutted, bone-rattling pathways. During the scorching dry seasons, these trails

transform into ribbons of dust. Yet, this traditional style of overland travel remains unrivaled. The vehicles offer a vital

sanctuary of comfortable seating, while the autonomy of a private fleet grants us the invaluable luxury of spontaneity—

allowing the expedition to halt at a moment's notice to witness a crouching lioness lock eyes with her prey.

In these remote regions, safety dictates our pace. All vehicles are outfitted with speed governors locked at a

conservative 80 km/h, ensuring a controlled transit through unpredictable environments. For your personal protection

against the sudden jolts of the terrain, seat belts must be worn at all times while the vehicle is in motion. Our vehicles are

maintained to the highest standards, and in the unlikely event of a technical issue, our expert drivers are equipped to

resolve it efficiently.

Is there an extra cost for travelling solo?

Yes, for those travelling solo there is a single supplement

Where will we stay during the trip?

Hotel (1 nt), Tented Safari Camp (3 nts), Safari Lodge (3 nts).

What should I do if I can’t find my airport transfer or experience

arrival issues?

While we anticipate a seamless arrival, your peace of mind is our utmost priority. Should any unforeseen circumstances

prevent you from beginning your expedition as scheduled, please refer to the essential emergency contact details

provided in your documentation and contact us as soon as possible.

Upon landing, if you do not connect with our representative within 30 minutes of clearing customs and immigration, we

recommend making your own way to the starting point property by following the Joining Instructions. Rest assured, you

may submit a request to your travel professional upon your return to secure a refund for any transport costs incurred

during this time.



Who do I contact for arrival issues or in the event of an emergency?

Should you require urgent assistance during your travels, your first point of contact should be our local representative or

regional office. If your call is not answered immediately, please leave a detailed message with your contact information

so our team can return your call and assist you as quickly as possible. The numbers can be found below.

G Adventures Local Office (Nairobi, Kenya)

From outside Kenya: +254 727 208 832

From within Kenya: 0727 208 832

In addition, a dedicated toll-free line is available for guests within North America, connecting you directly to our global

operations team during regular business hours. For support outside of standard hours, an emergency mobile line is

actively monitored day and night to ensure you are never out of reach. In the rare event that your call is not answered

immediately, please leave a detailed message along with your contact information so our team can return your call and

assist you as swiftly as possible.

Toll-free (North America only): 1-800-465-5600

From the United Kingdom: 0870 080 1756

International (Outside North America and the UK): +1 416 260 0999

Emergency Mobile: (416) 305-6139

Your included arrival transfer has been meticulously arranged based on the flight details you provided. If you experience

a flight schedule change or cancellation within 48 hours of your scheduled arrival, please contact our emergency

number immediately with your updated details. Prompt notification ensures we can adjust your transfer; otherwise, you

will need to arrange your own transportation to the starting property. Upon arrival, if your transfer representative does

not connect with you within 30 minutes of exiting the arrivals area, please take a local taxi directly to the starting

property.

What details should I be aware of when planning my departure

day?

You will be met at your hotel property and transferred to the airport for your onward travels at the end of your expedition.

Please refer to your individual itinerary for more details.

What are the packing guidelines and luggage restrictions?

When deciding what to pack, considerations will vary based on your specific itinerary, the regions you are visiting, and

the season in which you are travelling. Generally speaking, we recommend packing thoughtfully and keeping your

luggage to one checked bag at a manageable weight to facilitate seamless transitions throughout your expedition.

In addition to your primary luggage, you will also require a small day pack or shoulder bag. This smaller bag is essential

for keeping your camera, water, and personal items close at hand during day walks, excursions, and daily explorations.



What should I pack for this trip?

Cold Weather: 

Documents: 

Essentials: 

Long-sleeved shirts or sweater

Scarf

Warm gloves

Warm hat

Warm layers

Warm waterproof jacket

Flight info (required) (Printouts

of e-tickets may be required at

the border)

Insurance info (required) (With

photocopies)

Passport (required) (With

photocopies)

Vouchers and pre-departure

information (required)

Visas or vaccination certificates

(With photocopies)

Toiletries (required) (Shampoo,

bodywash, soap, etc.)

Binoculars (optional)

Camera (With extra memory

cards and batteries)

Cash, credit and debit cards

Day pack (Used for daily

excursions or short overnights)

Ear plugs

First-aid kit (should contain lip

balm with sunscreen, sunscreen,

whistle, Aspirin, Ibuprofen,

bandaids/plasters, tape, anti-

histamines, antibacterial gel/

wipes, antiseptic cream,

Imodium or similar tablets for

mild cases of diarrhea,

rehydration powder, water

purification tablets or drops,

insect repellent, sewing kit, extra

prescription drugs you may be

taking)

Flashlight/torch (Headlamps

are ideal)

Fleece top/sweater

Footwear

Hat

Headphones (Noise-cancelling

recommended)

Locks for bags

Long pants/jeans

Moneybelt

Outlet adapter

Personal entertainment

(Reading and writing materials,

cards, music player, etc.)

Reusable water bottle

Shirts/t-shirts

Sleepwear

Small travel towel

Sunglasses

Swimwear

Watch and alarm clock

Waterproof backpack cover

Windproof rain jacket



Health & Safety: 

Warm Weather: 

Where can I do my laundry on this trip?

Laundry services are available during your journey. Please consult your Expedition Leader for assistance with making

these arrangements during your stay.

Face masks (Clients will be only

be required to wear a face mask

where it is mandated by local

regulations.)

Hand sanitizer

Pen (Please bring your own pen

for filling out documents.)

Sandals/flip-flops

Shorts/skirts (Longer shorts/

skirts are recommended)

Sturdy water shoes/sandals

Sun hat/bandana

Swimwear



What are the visas and entry requirements for my trip?

Securing the necessary visas and travel documentation is an essential step in preparing for your upcoming expedition,

and remains the responsibility of each individual traveller. Entry requirements fluctuate depending on your nationality

and destination; while we strive to provide the most current information, immigration regulations change frequently. We

strongly advise verifying all entry protocols directly with the relevant embassy or consulate well in advance of your

departure. Please also ensure your passport remains valid for at least six months beyond your scheduled departure

date from the country.

For tailored details specific to your nationality and destination, please consult our dedicated pre-departure resource

page at 

here

Kenya:

As of January 1st 2024, the Kenyan government announced the introduction of a new Electronic Travel Authorisation

(eTA) scheme, eliminating the requirement for all nationalities to obtain a visitor visa for Kenya. ALL travellers must apply

for the eTA, including those that were previously exempt. 

For more information, please refer to the eTA site here

IMPORTANT NOTE:

It may be required to show a Yellow Fever certificate upon entering the country. Please check in with your local consulate

and health expert for advice on Yellow Fever and other inoculations required for this area.

Information is accurate as of March 1st, 2024.

What should I consider when planning my personal expenses and

discretionary spending for this itinerary?

While personal spending habits naturally vary, we recommend factoring in your individual preferences for shopping,

tipping, and beverages to ensure a seamless experience. In addition to these day-to-day comforts, we kindly ask that

you maintain access to a minimum of USD $200 (or its equivalent) as a dedicated emergency fund; though

exceptionally rare, unpredictable circumstances such as changing weather patterns or natural events may occasionally

necessitate a shift from our planned route, and this reserve ensures we can navigate any path ahead with peace of

mind.

https://www.gadventures.com/travel-resources/prepare-for-your-tour/
https://www.etakenya.go.ke/en


What should I know about currency, credit cards, and exchanging

money while on this tour?

The local currency in Kenya is the Kenyan Shilling (KES, or KSH).

Shillings can be obtained locally by changing foreign currency or by using ATMs (where available) which will disperse

local currency. Your Expedition Leader will inform you where you can change money throughout the tour and

approximately how much money you will need for each country.

The easiest foreign currency to exchange for locally for any of the local currencies is the $US; however the British Pound

and Euro may also be exchanged as well. Please note that due to past problems with forgery, $US notes that are older

than year 2006 are not accepted in Africa.

Large note ($US 50, $US 100 etc) can be difficult to change in some places, but will gain you the best exchange rate.

If you plan to rely on cash, please bring foreign currency (Euro, Pound, USD) with you, as it is often expensive to buy these

currencies locally. And in more rural areas, it is often not likely.

If you plan to buy your visas at borders, you will need to bring $USD cash to pay for these visas. Please note you cannot

use the local currency or any other currency to buy these visas- they must be purchased in USD.

Please do not bring Travellers’ cheques to Africa. They are difficult if not impossible to exchange in many places.

Visa/Plus system cards are the most widely accepted debit cards. it is harder to find machines Mastercard/Cirrus cards.

We highly recommend that if you hold a Mastercard, you obtain a Visa card prior to departure and travel with both. This

is also useful should somethingunforeseen happen to one of your cards during your travels.

While there are many ATMs in the major centres, there are no guarantees that your credit or debit cards will actually

work in Africa. Check with your bank.

Credit cards can be used in major cities and towns ONLY but please do not rely on them as a method of payment

because they are generally not widely accepted. You should be aware that to purchase products or services on a credit

card a fee of 5%-10% usually applies. The majority of our optional activities can also be paid by credit card. Your

Expedition Leader will advise on these.

Please note that in many areas there may be occasional power-outages, where there will be no electricity for hours at a

time. In addition, ATMs outside of larger centers often run out of cash or can be out of order unexpectedly. These factors

could affect your ability to access money from ATMs. As such, please do not rely on credit or debit cards as your only

source of money.

A combination of foreign currency and debit/credit cards for cash advances is best. Always take more rather than less,

as you don't want to spoil the trip by constantly feeling short of funds.

As currency exchange rates can fluctuate often we ask that you refer to the following website for daily exchange rates:

www.xe.com.



What are the tipping guidelines for this trip?

To ensure a seamless and elevated experience throughout your National Geographic Signature departure, gratuities

have been fully taken care of for all included meals, activities, and luggage porterage.

On our National Geographic Signature tours, tipping is included for all included activities and meals, and porterage.

Tipping is not included for the Expedition Leader. Should you want some basic guidelines on tipping for the activities you

do on your own, please see below. At the end of each trip if you felt your National Geographic Signature Expedition

Leader did an outstanding job, tipping is appreciated. The amount is entirely a personal preference, however as a

guideline would be $10-$15 per person per day. Tipping is neither required nor expected for your National Geographic

Expedition Expert.

For the independent moments on your itinerary, tipping is generally not expected across Central Asia. However, should

you wish to reward exceptional service during independent dining or activities, a modest gratuity of 3–5% is entirely

appropriate and warmly received by local community members.

What activities are optional on this trip?

No optional activities



Are there any health considerations I should know before

travelling?

Please note that health requirements and recommended inoculations vary by destination. To ensure your well-being, it

is your responsibility to consult with a specialized travel physician for up-to-date medical guidance well before

departure.

We highly recommend carrying a personal first aid kit, hand sanitizer, and any essential prescription medications.

Because our itineraries frequently trace paths through remote regions far from advanced medical facilities, legal

regulations prohibit our National Geographic Expedition Leaders from administering any medication, including

standard over-the-counter pain relievers. While local pharmacies along our route may stock familiar remedies, they are

often produced under regional names, so we advise bringing the generic chemical name of any critical prescription.

Before finalising your plans, please carefully review the itinerary and physical requirements to ensure your personal

fitness aligns with our style of exploration. To safeguard the well-being of the group, we reserve the right to excuse any

traveller from all or part of an itinerary if, in the professional judgment of our Expedition Leader, continuing would pose

an undue risk to themselves or their fellow travellers.

 

Yellow Fever Certificate Note (Updated: June 2026)

It is compulsory to show a valid Yellow Fever Certificate if you are travelling to the following G Adventures-visited

countries from a Yellow Fever endemic country, or if you have transited for more than 12 hours through the airport of a

Yellow Fever endemic country:

Botswana

Kenya*

Malawi

Namibia

South Africa

Tanzania

Uganda*

Zambia

Zimbabwe

*Kenya and Uganda require a valid Yellow Fever Certificate from all travellers regardless of country of origin, not only

those arriving from endemic countries. Travellers to these destinations should ensure they are vaccinated regardless of

their travel history. If other non-endemic countries have been visited after visiting an endemic country, a Yellow Fever

certificate may still be required on entry into subsequent destinations. This is particularly relevant on multi-country

Southern Africa itineraries, for example, a traveller moving from Uganda to Kenya, or from Kenya across a land border

into Tanzania, will be required to show their certificate at each entry point. Please check country-specific regulations

before departure.  

Malaria

Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease that is present in some regions in Africa. Risk of malaria can increase during

periods of heavy rain, during the rainy seasons, and in densely populated areas of Southern & East Africa. To prevent

malaria, we recommend speaking to your doctor about taking preventative medication (prophylaxis), combined with

regular use of insect repellent spray/cream. Please check updated travel health advisories specific to malaria before

your departure.



What general safety tips and free-time guidelines should I follow?

To ensure your well-being and security throughout our explorations, we recommend consulting your home

government's regularly updated international travel advisories prior to departure. For peace of mind while on the move,

we strongly advise using a concealed neck wallet or money belt to secure your passport, travel documentation, and

currency. We suggest leaving exceptional jewelry at home, as it is unnecessary for our style of travel; instead, make use

of the safety deposit boxes available at most of our accommodations. Securing your luggage with a reliable lock is also

highly recommended.

When travelling on a departure, your National Geographic Expedition Leader maintains the authority to modify or adapt

any portion of the itinerary should environmental conditions or safety considerations require it. Your Expedition Leader

accompanies the group on all scheduled activities, but you will also enjoy unstructured time to pursue personal

interests, relax, or discover locales at your leisure. While your leader is delighted to suggest local options for these

independent periods, please note that these optional choices do not form part of our curated itinerary, and we make no

representations regarding their operating standards; we encourage you to exercise your own discerning judgment.

While the destinations we visit are welcoming during the daytime, navigating urban environments at night requires

mindfulness. We recommend exploring in small groups and utilizing local taxis when dining out or moving about after

dark. Furthermore, should you encounter public demonstrations or political gatherings, please prioritize your safety by

leaving the vicinity immediately rather than remaining for photographs, as these situations can evolve rapidly.

Water-based experiences carry inherent risks. To ensure your protection, we recommend participating in aquatic

activities only when accompanied by professional guides. Our commitment to safety means that our Expedition

Leaders are strictly prohibited from facilitating unguided water activities on your behalf. Please note that swimming and

snorkelling are always undertaken at your own risk. For further insights on enhancing your personal safety during your

voyage, please visit www.gadventures.com/travel-resources/safety/

Are there any specific safety considerations for this itinerary?

For peace of mind while on the move, we strongly advise using a concealed neck wallet or money belt to secure your

passport, travel documentation, and currency. We suggest leaving exceptional jewelry at home, as it is unnecessary for

our style of travel; instead, make use of the safety deposit boxes available at most of our accommodations. Securing

your luggage with a reliable lock is also highly recommended.

What are the mandatory group rules regarding laws and

behaviour?

Our philosophy of travel is rooted in deep respect for the people, cultures, and lands we encounter. To ensure the safety

of our travellers, staff, and the communities that welcome us, the possession or use of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited

on all departures. While certain substances may be woven into local traditions in some regions, they are not permitted

within our groups. Furthermore, any form of exploitation, including the solicitation of sex workers, directly contradicts our

values. To protect the integrity of the experience and the well-being of the group, our National Geographic Expedition

Leader retains the right to remove any traveller who violates these standards.

http://www.gadventures.com/travel-resources/safety/


What are the mandatory travel insurance requirements for this trip?

Comprehensive travel insurance is a mandatory prerequisite for participation in all our departures. To safeguard your

well-being, your National Geographic Expedition Leader will kindly request to verify your physical policy details before

you may officially join your fellow travellers.

When choosing your coverage, please ensure your policy includes full medical protection, featuring a strict minimum

requirement of $200,000 USD for emergency rescue and medical repatriation. For complete peace of mind while

exploring, we also strongly advise securing comprehensive coverage for personal liability, trip cancellation or

curtailment, and the loss of luggage and personal belongings. If you intend to rely on insurance provided through your

credit card, you must supply formal proof of purchase—such as a credit card statement or receipt in your name—along

with explicit confirmation from your banking institution regarding the participating insurer, exact policy limits, and their

dedicated 24-hour emergency contact number.

What is Planeterra?

Planeterra International Foundation is a non-profit organization committed to turning travel into impact by helping local

communities earn an income from tourism. Planeterra connects underserved local communities to the benefits of

tourism by developing and supporting small community-owned businesses. These businesses support Indigenous

people, empower women, grant youth access to employment opportunities, and protect the environment. Planeterra

also works to ensure these businesses have a thriving customer base by integrating their projects into G Adventures’

itineraries globally. 

G Adventures is Planeterra’s largest corporate donor, covering all operating costs, so 100% of your donation will bring

opportunity to people in need.

G Adventures Dollar-a-day Program - Make Every Day Count - Turn your travel into impact with Planeterra Foundation.

Did you know? Most communities around the world do not benefit from tourism. Give back to the places you visit on

your travels by creating opportunities for local people to earn an income, and protect the environment.

Make every day count by donating $1/day for the length of your trip, and join us in empowering the communities you will

visit when you travel. 100% of your donation goes directly to Planeterra projects.

How can I share feedback about my trip experience?

Upon your return, we invite you to share your insights with us. Your valued feedback shapes the future of our itineraries

and ensures we continue to deliver meaningful experiences. As a token of our appreciation for your time, we are pleased

to offer a 5% savings (up to a maximum of $100 USD) toward your next expedition with us. Simply submit your

evaluation within four weeks of completing your travels to unlock this benefit and join our global community of returning

travellers.

*This offer is valid for new bookings only, limited to one per person, and cannot be combined with other promotions or

applied to independent itineraries. Maximum value of $100 USD (or local currency equivalent). This program may be

amended or withdrawn at any time.

https://planeterra.org/


Does G Adventures have an email newsletter I can subscribe to?

Our adventure travel e-newsletter is full of travel news, trip information, interesting stories and contests. To avoid missing

out on special offers and updates from G Adventures, subscribe at www.gadventures.com/newsletters/

Stay current on how our company invests in our global community through our foundation – Planeterra. Sign up for 

Planeterra's monthly news to learn more about how to give back and support the people and places we love to visit.

What are the age restrictions for this trip?

You must be 18 to travel unaccompanied on a G Adventures tour. For minors travelling with a guardian over 21 years old,

the minimum age is 12.

Are international flights included in this trip?

No, international flights are generally not included in the price of your tour. 

However, on some combo tours travelling between two different countries, international flights are included as part of

the itinerary and price of the tour. Please speak to your GCO or booking agent for further details. 

In addition, check-in times and baggage allowances/restrictions vary by airline and can change at any time. For the

most up-to-date information for your flight, please contact your airline. We recommend checking in online in advance to

avoid potential delays at the airport.

What should LGBTQ+ travellers know about safety and travel

considerations on this trip?

The safety and well-being of all of our travelers is a priority at G Adventures and that includes our travelers who identify

as part of the LGBTQ+ community. We recognize that there are specific concerns and questions you may have about

your adventure in terms of safety and security. We encourage you to visit our LGBTQ+ page for useful resources to

ensure you feel safe and comfortable throughout the duration of your trip. The Equaldex tool linked on this page can be

of particular help when deciding where you may want to visit next.

https://www.gadventures.com/subscriptions/newsletters/
http://letsgo.gadventures.com/Planeterra-Consumers_Planeterra-Newsletter-Signup-Page.html
https://www.gadventures.com/about-us/lgbtq-travel/


Dossier Disclaimer

The information in this trip details document has been compiled with care and is provided in good faith. However it is

subject to change, and does not form part of the contract between the client and the operator. The itinerary featured is

correct at time of printing. It may differ slightly to the one in the brochure. Occasionally our itineraries change as we

make improvements that stem from past travellers, comments and our own research. Sometimes it can be a small

change like adding an extra meal along the itinerary. Sometimes the change may result in us altering the tour for the

coming year. Ultimately, our goal is to provide you with the most rewarding experience. Please note that our brochure is

usually released in November each year. If you have booked from the previous brochure you may find there have been

some changes to the itinerary. 

VERY IMPORTANT: Please ensure that you print a final copy of your Trip Details to review a couple of days prior to

travel, in case there have been changes that affect your plans. 

Itinerary Disclaimer

While it is our intention to adhere to the route described below, there is a certain amount of flexibility built into the

itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary, or desirable to make alterations. The itinerary is brief, as we never know

exactly where our journey will take us. Due to our style of travel and the regions we visit, travel can be unpredictable. The

Trip Details document is a general guide to the tour and region and any mention of specific destinations or wildlife is by

no means a guarantee that they will be visited or encountered. Aboard expedition trips visits to research stations

depend on final permission. 

Additionally, any travel times listed are approximations only and subject to vary due to local circumstances. 
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